
Dates for your  
Calendar 
(New items on the calendar will appear in italics) 
 

February 
Tue 8 
3 Way  Conference— 3:45pm 
to 7.15pm 
Wed 9 
Parent Helper Course—7pm 
Thur 17 
3 Way Conference 3:45pm to 
7.15pm 
Fri 18 
EEPS Swimming trials 
Tue 22 
School Council Sub Committee 
Meeting 6:30pm 
School Council  Meeting 
7:15pm 
Fri 25 
District Swimming  
Prep Teddy Bears Picnic 
Mon 28 
Preps commence full time 
Bakers Delight Lunch 
 

March 
Mon 14 
Labour Day Public Holiday 
Mon 21 
Harmony day 
Tue 22 
School Council Sub Committee 
Meeting 6:30pm  
School Council Meeting 
7:30pm 
Fri 25 
2022 National Ride to School 
Day 
Prep & New Families picnic 5-
7pm (weather permitting) 

April 
 
Fri 1 
School Cross Country 
Fri 8 
Prep Rainbow Day 
Last Day Term 1—2:30pm 
dismissal 

Eltham East Primary School—eltham.east.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
School Council President:  Katie Cramp—Katie.Cramp@education.vic.gov.au 

www.facebook.com/elthameast 
www.elthameastps.vic.edu.au 

EEPS: (03) 9439 9793 — OHSC  Coordinator  (03) 9431 2228 
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Dear parents and carers, 
 

It is great to reflect upon our wonderful, positive start to the school year last 
week. A new school year brings lots of new preps and other new students across 
the school- to those new families to EEPS I hope that the first week was 
rewarding for your all. 
 

Student Leaders 
Yesterday morning at our 
first assembly for the year 
in the great outdoors we 
were able to present the 
Year 6 Student Leaders 
with their 2022 Leadership 
Badges. Well done to our 
leaders and we look 
forward to their 
contributions throughout 
the year. 
 
 
 
Teaching and Learning 
Tutor Learning Initiative 
We are continuing with the Tutor Learning Initiative in 2022. This is an additional 
government funded program of support throughout the school. This initiative is 
on top of our existing layers of support throughout the school and structured 
teaching programs. Mrs Patty Casale will continue in the role all year with Miss 
Hannah McIntyre as well for the first half of Term 1. 
 

Victorian High Abilities Program and Challenge and Enrichment Series 
Two other government initiatives involve schools continuing to provide a range of 
stimulating learning challenges for many students. The Victorian High Abilities 
Program (VHAP) is for students in Year 5-8 for enrichment in the areas of English 
and Mathematics. Students for inclusion in this program are selected directly by 
the Department based on a range of data sets. The second initiative is the 
Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series, which is for high achieving students 
from all levels and similar in nature to ‘Gateways’. Mrs Mary Vescio coordinates 
both of these programs at EEPS and liaises closely with all teachers.  
 

At EEPS our pedagogical approach has always been to ‘teach to the point of need’ 
and to provide appropriate opportunities for all students within the classroom 
environment. Participation in these new initiatives will add to our existing strong 
differentiation practices. Parents of participating students will be informed and 
kept up to date on their involvement. 
 
 
 

continue 

Curriculum Dates for 
2022 (Student free day) 
Friday 11th March 

School Photos 
Thursday 31st March 

Camp Dates 
May  - Mon 2nd to Fri 6th 
Year 6 Camp Woorabinda 
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 3 Way Conferences 
Please remember to book a 3 Way Conference time for this afternoon or next Thursday. This is an excerpt 
from last week; 
 

To attend a 3 Way Conference onsite, in classrooms, parents will also need to comply with the  
current vaccination requirements, (2 doses of COVID-19 vaccine) or have a medical exception  
evidenced by a COVID-19 medical exemption certificate issued by the Australian Immunisation 
Register. To assist all families, we will offer the opportunity to hold the 3 Way Conferences in  
person or via Webex. At the beginning of the 3 Way Conference, we respectfully ask all parents 
and carers to show proof of their vaccination in line with DET policy upon entering school  
buildings. 

    
Staffing 
As you are aware staffing shortages and challenges has been a universal difficulty across many industries. 
Teaching is no different, however we will do everything we can, as always to provide Casual Relief  
Teachers (CRTs) when teachers are away. Thank you for your understanding as we navigate this landscape 
during Term 1, in particular. 
 
Year 2 Strings Program 
We are very excited to be introducing an optional Year 2 Strings Program for our students in 2022. School 
Council is thrilled to have Clare Zabrowarny, one of our EEPS parents and accomplished musician and  
music teacher to provide this optional enrichment in addition to our existing music programs and  
offerings. Please see further information later in the Newsletter.  
 
COVID Parent Vaccination Requirements 
On Friday a lengthy Compass newsfeed was sent to all parents with a COVID update. Please make sure to 
read this, thank you. 
 
RAT- Week 3-4 
We are still waiting delivery of the RAT packs for Weeks 3-4. We will let everyone know when they arrive 
and what the arrangements will be. 
 
Learning at Home 
Fortunately, we have had very few cases of confirmed COVID cases and limited children needing to  
isolate. In line with Department of Education guidelines, we have put together some learning tasks and 
activities for families to use in case a child is isolating and able to continue some school learning tasks. 
These tasks have been added to our new section of our Website and can be found here. 
 
School Uniform 
Thank you to families for assisting all the students with their school unforms. Many of them had a growth 
spurt over the holidays and I know that the uniform shop has been fairly busy last week! Thank you also 
to those parents who have got back into the swing of seemingly washing school clothes every time you 
turn around! For details of the full school uniform policy please visit our school website. 
 
Have a great week settling into the routines of a new year. 
 

 

Learning and growing together 
 Warren Lloyd                           David Tyndall                                       Lisa Joseph 
    Principal                                       Assistant Principal                               Leading Teacher  

http://www.elthameastps.vic.edu.au/learning-from-home-2022
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EEPS Annual privacy reminder for 2022 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard 
school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 
Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s collection notice, found on our website here  
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. This 
information is also available in nine different community languages. 

Year 2 Violin Program – Optional Program 
 

This year our Year 2 students will be given the opportunity to learn the violin 
in small groups during school hours starting in Term 2. We would like to in-
vite interested Year 2 families to attend an  
Information Evening on Thursday 3rd March at 6pm.  
 
At this information evening there will be violin demonstrations and students will be given the  
opportunity to try the violin. We will explain how the program will be delivered and would be very 
happy to answer any questions about the process of learning an instrument.   
 
The cost of the Year 2 program will be $480 for the year which includes instrument hire, music and all 
tuition. The teacher will be Clare Zabrowarny – violin teacher at Eltham High School and EEPS parent.  
 

EEPS FINANCE NEWS 
   

 Parent Payments 

We remind parents that Parent Payment contributions are on Compass for payment please. 
 

Excursions and Activities 
This year a Compass Event for each excursion/incursion or activity will be created and submitted to  
parents for payment and consent. 
We will not be having a term by term payment as in previous years. 
 
 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)  
Please refer to the information on the next page to see if you are eligible to apply. Parents are  
encouraged to lodge the application form by 18th February, 2022 so that payments can be made from 1st 
March 2022. However schools can accept parent applications up until 24th June, 2022. Forms are  
available from the school office as well as via Compass (pencil—School Resources). If you have previously 
lodged a form you do not need to lodge another one. 

 
Jenny and  Lesley 
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
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Mental Health and Wellbeing  
What a wonderful start to the year! I have very much enjoyed getting to know all our lovely 
new Prep students over their first week at school. It has also been a delight to reconnect with 
other students, as well as the EEPS  staff and families. Whether we are young or old, starting 
school or returning for  
another year, our feelings about this transition can be mixed and varied. We might feel  
anxious, excited, energetic, overwhelmed and exhausted all in the same day! This is the nature 
of new beginnings, and the intensity of these feelings tends to dissipate as we settle in.  
 
Now that we have successfully completed week 1, our next task is to build stamina. Here are 
some simple things you can do to help these first few weeks go smoothly:  
 
• Being enthusiastic and letting your child know that you think they’ll go well at school, 
sends a  
positive message that school is exciting and that they’ll cope and have fun. 
• Try to drop off your child at school before the bell goes in the morning and pick up your 
child up on time in the afternoon, as being late can be the source of anxiety for children. 
• If your child is worried about being separated from you, look for ways to distract your child 
at school drop-off. For example, you could try meeting a friend at the gate or walk to school 
with another child and parent. 
• Be patient if your child wants to blurt out every little detail about school, or clams up com-
pletely. You could try saying something like, ‘Tell me one good thing about your day’, rather 
than asking a lot of questions. 
• Remember that it’s common for children to play with many different children and also to 
play on their own sometimes. It takes a while before they settle into a group of friends. 
Make after-school time a bit special, with a snack and time for you and your child to chat. 
 
For more great information on how to build your child’s wellbeing, encourage positive  
behaviour and strengthen your family relationships visit raisingchildren.net.au or download 
the free Raising Healthy Minds App. 
 
Kind regards, 
Anna Baker 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator 
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fraisingchildren.net.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAnna.Strebinos%40education.vic.gov.au%7C043929bdf15a4fbc9a6808d9e7888bc3%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637795396041633417%7CUnknown%7CTWF
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fraisingchildren.net.au%2Fguides%2Fraising-healthy-minds&data=04%7C01%7CAnna.Strebinos%40education.vic.gov.au%7C043929bdf15a4fbc9a6808d9e7888bc3%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6377
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3 Way Conferences- ‘You, me and us’ 
  
This year the 3 Way Conferences will take place early in Term 1, on Tuesday 8th February and 
Thursday 17th February from 3:45pm to 7:15pm. They will be held onsite, however there is an 
option of conducting them through Webex if needed for families. The 3 Way Conferences, ‘You, 
me and us’ will provide an opportunity for students to express their own views and thoughts on 
their learning strengths, for parents / carers to give their perspective and for teachers to  
provide their observations so far on the year. We would also like to help parents and carers to 
connect with the school and the learning program as early as possible. 
  

The students will work with their teachers in preparation for the 3 Way Conferences, however 
you might like to reflect on some of these questions yourself, in preparation for the discussion. 
  

What makes your child ‘tick’ as a learner? 
What are their strengths and weaknesses? 
How are they at solving problems and confronting challenges? 
What do they do if they get stuck with their learning? 
Do they enjoy challenge and extension? 
What are their interest and hobbies? 
How has the learning journey been for them so far? 
What obstacles have they overcome so far? 
As parents / carers what are your hopes, dreams and aspirations for your child/ren? 
What are three things that are unique to your child? 

  

Please follow the instructions and allow 15 minutes between interviews for siblings.  This  
ensures we run to time as you will have time for movement across the school. If you do require 
a WebEx 3 Way conference then please book the time through the Compass booking  
system AND then email your child’s teacher through Compass, who will then provide you with 
the necessary link. 
  

To attend a 3 Way Conference onsite, in classrooms, parents will also need to comply with the 
current vaccination requirements, (2 doses of COVID-19 vaccine) or have a medical exception 
evidenced by a COVID-19 medical exemption certificate issued by the Australian Immunisation 
Register. To assist all families, we will offer the opportunity to hold the 3 Way Conferences in  
person or via Webex. At the beginning of the 3 Way Conference, we respectfully ask all parents 
and carers to show proof of their vaccination in line with DET policy upon entering school  
buildings. 
    

Parents attending onsite we respectfully ask that you maintain social distancing, and wait  
outdoors, where possible until your scheduled 3 Way time. 
 
Bookings are now open. 

webextlink://-%20
webextlink://‘You,%20me
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Admin News 
Compass Portal 
 

EEPS Permission and Acknowledgments for 2022 
At the start of each year we ask you to become familiar with, and acknowledge important school policies 
and programs. The relevant detailed documents for you to read are available on the school website: 
www.elthameastps.vic.edu.au 
Unfortunately the detailed content in these documents cannot be inserted here. 
 
You will be requested to give your consent in relation to the following items. 
1. ICT Acceptable use agreement for internet and digital technologies. 
2. Photographing, Filming and Recording Students. 
Please ensure that this is acknowledged by Friday 26th February. 
 
Department of Education provisioned Online Learning Services. 
This is for new students commencing EEPS for 2022. 
At the start of each year we ask you to become familiar with, and acknowledge important school policies 
and programs, including G Suite and Office365 online education services. 
The relevant detailed documents for you to read are available on the school website: 
www.elthameastps.vic.edu.au 
Unfortunately the detailed content in these documents cannot be inserted here. 
 
If you do not agree to the items below, please download the form from our website and refer to the 
opt out process. 
1. G Suite For Education Information Pack for Parents. 
2.         Office365 Information Pack for Parents. 
 
 

Local Excursions 
Events— These excursions are conducted within the local area but outside the school grounds. They may 
include nature walks, picnics, visits to local historical buildings. You will be notified through a Compass 
Newsfeed when classes are participating in a local area excursion. 
Please ensure that consent for this event is completed on Compass by Friday 12th February. 
 
 

Student Enrolment Information Form 
Full Student Enrolment Information Forms have been emailed to all families. Please update enrolment 
information and return to the school office or via email to: Anna.Strebinos@education.vic.gov.au by   
Friday 26th February. If you do not have any changes, you do not have to return the form. 
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Parent Helpers Course  Term 1—2022 

Our parent helper community forms an integral part of our teaching and learning programs. Since 2014, 
we have had over 500 helpers complete our Parent Helper Induction Course. This has assisted in ensuring 
consistently high expectations are met, and respect and confidentiality to all is adhered to, in line with our 
school values. 
  

2022 will again see Parent Helper Course sessions held for those who have not previously attended and 
wish to help out at the school in any capacity. This includes (but is not exclusive to) regular and one off 
activities involving:  
Sporting teams, ELOs, Excursions , Camps, Swimming, Classroom Help and School based activities. 
  
The purpose of the course is not to assess competency but to ensure consistency of understandings and 
direction between school (teachers) and home (parents). Even if you work in the education profession or 
hold a Working With Children Check or Criminal Record Check, we require everyone to participate in the 
course regardless. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support and understanding as we all learn and grow together. 

2022 EEPS SWIMMING TRIALS FOR YEAR 3 TO 6—Optional Event  
The EEPS swimming trials will be held on Friday 18th February 2022 at Watermarc in Greensborough.  
This event is optional and is for those students who can confidently swim 50m. These trials will be 
used to select students to represent Eltham East Primary School at the District Swimming competition.  
 

You will need to complete the Compass Event permission including which events you would like your 
child to compete in. The Compass event will appear on your Compass newsfeed this week and will 
need to be completed by Thursday 10th January.  
 

We will require parent helpers, you will need to have completed a Parent Helper Course and you will 
need to comply with the current COVID vaccination directives. 
 

Parent helpers are required between 9am and 1pm.  
 

Kind Regards, 
Kristian Bain 

 Term 1—2022 Sessions  
TO REGISTER YOUR SESSION TIME: 
Go to: www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow the simple Instructions. 
 
Bookings are now open.    
 

These sessions are held in the staffroom and will run for approximately 
45 minutes. 

 

Wednesday 9th February 7pm  
Parent Helpers Course Session- for those who have not previously attended a parent helper 
course!  
 

baxeq 
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Safety 
Bicycles and Scooters 
For safety reasons it is school policy that: 

• Parents/carers are responsible for children riding bicycles, skateboards or 
scooters to and from school. 
• Before the age of nine or ten years, children should not ride without 

adult supervision. Depending on their cycling skills and experience, 
some children over this age may still require supervision. 

• Bicycle, skateboard and scooter security is the child’s and parent/carer’s 
responsibility. 

 It is vital that students travelling to school on bicycles, scooters and other 
wheeled recreational devices do so in a safe manner. Parents need to be  
confident that their child is a safe rider. It is Victorian law that helmets must 
be worn while riding to and from school. It is School Council Policy that  
students are not to ride any of these devices in the school grounds. 
The consequences for students who do not follow this school policy are that they will lose their chance of 
riding to school for a specified period of time.  
Parents will be contacted where a child does not wear a helmet and/or has been reported to have been 
riding in an unsafe manner. 
We ask parents for support in the implementation of this important safety policy. 
 

Car Parking 
The car park inside the school grounds is for staff cars only.  
Parents collecting or dropping off children by car should park with careful regard to the safety of children 
and the free movement of traffic, either:  
• On the north side of Luck Street 
• Along both sides of Grove Street where permitted 
• The small Grove Street car park is only available for parking during the hours of 9.30am and 

2.30pm. The gates will open at 4.00pm for after school care pick up. 
We ask parents to exercise absolute care in these restricted parking areas. The signage and designation 
of car parking on the surrounding roads is under the jurisdiction of Nillumbik Council. Parking officers 
frequently patrol these areas. 
 

 

School Crossings  
School crossings with attendant supervisors are provided in Main Road, Beard Street, Luck Street and at 
two points in Grove Street. Children walking to school or crossing to meet parents in cars should be  
directed to use the crossings. 
  

Parents should note that these crossings are supervised by employees of Nillumbik Council and only  
supervised until 9.00am in the morning and 4.00pm in the afternoon. 
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR 2022 
We are looking for more parent volunteers for icypole and the Special lunches (Bakers 
Delight and Sushi) sales on a Monday.  
If you can help out, or need further information,  please email 
ana.strebinos@education.vic.gov.au   or telephone: 9439 9793. 
 
 

2022 Community Activities 

Bakers Delight Lunches & Sushi Lunches 
 

Bakers Delight and Sushi lunches will begin again in 2022. Please look out for lunch order forms in the 
newsletter. 
 

Please write your child’s name, class, room number and  if it’s a Bakers Delight or Sushi lunch on an 
envelope and place lunch order form and cash into envelope. Last day to place a lunch order is the 
Thursday before. 
 

Lunch Order dates for 2022 
Bakers Delight Lunch    Monday 28th February    Order form need to be at the school office by Thursday 24th February 

Sushi Lunch  Monday 28th March               Order form need to be at the school office by Thursday 24th March 

Bakers Delight Lunch  Monday 16th May                    Order form need to be at the school office by Thursday 12th May 

Sushi Lunch  Monday 20th June                   Order form need to be at the school office by Thursday 16th June 

Bakers Delight Lunch  Monday 25th July                      Order form need to be at the school office by Thursday 22nd July 

 

Icypole sales 
Icypoles will be sold out of the Discovery Kitchen every Monday. The cost of an icypole is $1.00. 

EEPS UNIFORM SHOP 
Open every Monday & Wednesday 8:45am—11:15am 
For Online (Paypal) orders, please go to EEPS website, located under “Uniform”.  
Alternatively, please order at    www.fcw.com.au   Go to  “Online Schools Shops”, Go to “EEPS”.  Order 
forms may also be left at the school office, to be processed by uniform shop at regular opening hours.  
Payment to be made by  
completing credit card details.  
WE CANNOT ACCEPT CASH PAYMENTS.  These orders will be delivered to your nominated child’s class-
room. 
Price lists are available FCW on EEPS website under “uniform”. Prices are subject to change without  
notice. 
 
Melissa for FCW @ EEPS 
 

http://www.fcw.com.au
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Scholastic Book club 
 

Issue 1 orders are due back to the school office or via LOOP online BY THURSDAY 17th FEBRUARY. 
 

EEPS is continuing to participate in Scholastic Bookclub and we are thrilled to be able to return to 
offering deliveries direct to your child's classroom. Twice a term, your child will bring home a Club 
catalogue with a different selection of books offered for all ages. 
 

You’ll find award-winning books and bestsellers, as well as old and new favourites. The books span a 
wide range of children’s reading levels and interests and are inexpensive (some books cost as little as 
$2). 
 

Ordering 
The Bookclub LOOP platform for parents allows you to pay by credit card. Your child’s order is  
submitted directly to school and the books will be delivered to class. You can place your child’s order 
at scholastic.com.au/LOOP or using the LOOP app, which can be downloaded from the App Store or 
Google Play. Existing LOOP Users - When you log in, go to your Profile & update your child's 2022 
class. 

OR 
The paper order form can be filled out at the back of the catalogue and handed in at the school office 
in a clearly named envelope along with the correct cash. 
 

Each order helps earn free books and teaching materials for the classrooms & library, however there 
is never any obligation to order. Schools earn 20% from each order delivered to the school. In 2021, 
EEPS earned over $2,500 in reward points which was used for new books for the library. Thank you! 
 

Any queries can be directed to Bianca Hinkley through the school office. 
 
Thanks, 
Bianca 



Page 14  Learning @ EEPS Newsletter  Term 1 No.1  
8th February,  2022  

  

  



Page 15  Learning @ EEPS Newsletter  Term 1 No.1  
8th February,  2022  

  

  

    

       

 

 

Newsletter Advertising 
We accept advertisements to be included in our newsletter from most areas of private industry, however it should be noted that 

Eltham East  Primary School Council does not endorse any product or service advertised. 
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Newsletter Advertising—Community Notices 
We accept advertisements to be included in our newsletter from most areas of private industry, however it should be noted that 

Eltham East  Primary School Council does not endorse any product or service advertised. 


