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Entries must be posted or delivered to:
STAV House, (PO Box 109)  

5 Munro Street Coburg  VIC 3058 
and arrive by 20 July 2018

Picture Story Books (Creative Writing)
 Pictures must be hand drawn or produced on a computer. 

Clip Art or downloaded illustrations won’t rate highly and 
may infringe copyright requirements. Any art medium is 
allowed but the book must fit into an A4 manila folder 
less than 5 mm thick.

 Picture story books for Lower Primary (Foundation – Year 
2) can be up to 200 words in length. Middle and Upper 
Primary (Year 3 – Year 6) entrants must be between 100 
and 300 words in length. A word count must be included 
at the end of the book. The word count is applicable to 
the story only.

 Students are advised to keep an electronic copy of their 
work (scan a copy as back up).

Judging criteria
Your picture story book will be judged according to the 
following criteria:

Scientific content including: 

 identification of basic scientific ideas
 accuracy of scientific ideas
 appropriate amount of scientific content
 integration of science ideas into your pictures  

and story
 5 key science ideas in appendix

Expression and Presentation including:
 grammar and spelling
 clarity of expression
 use of own words
 development of story line
 originality and creativity

Format including:
 interest of introduction
 variety of resources used
 creativity of format
 interest and entertainment of pictures and story
 quality of conclusion
 length within the maximum word count.
 bibliography and acknowledgement of assistance 

given by others.

(Lower, Middle and Upper Primary 
Divisions)
Topics for 2018
• Your picture story book must BE ONE OF THE 

BELOW TOPICS and relate to the theme Australian 
Game Changers and Change Makers.

• Create a science picture story book based on this 
theme using one of the following topics.

Note: These are the ONLY topics that will be judged.

1. This changes everything

2. A revolutionary moment in time

3. And now we think differently

4. After many trials...

  Tick that you have satisfied each of the guidelines 
and criteria below.

Entry guidelines
 Your picture story book must BE ONE OF THE ABOVE 

TOPICS. Please print the topic on your Yellow Face Sheet. 

 The creative writing and pictures must be done as an 
imaginative fictional story (detective, horror, drama, 
biography, etc.)

 You must incorporate factual scientific information 
into your pictures and words. Your story should convey 
science concepts through pictures supported by minimal 
text. 

 A list of at least 5 key science ideas you used in 
developing the picture story book (with a brief 
explanation) must be included as an appendix. Picture 
Story Books without scientific content worked into the 
story and pictures do not rate highly.

 You must include a Bibliography at the end of your 
book listing all the books, magazines, websites that you 
have referred to or used. You must use a range of these 
resources. See page 23 for “How to list a Bibliography”.

 Make sure you include a list of people who gave you help 
and advice and explain in what ways they helped.

 Pages must be collated and secured firmly into an A4 
paper manila cardboard folder with the completed Face 
Sheet firmly attached to the outside front cover. Do not 
use plastic spiral folders or spiral bound books. Size of 
pages is A4 only. The complete folder must be FLAT (less 
than 5mm).

 Typed or printed scripts are easier to read, but this is not 
essential if your handwriting is clear. The Judges will take 
notice of presentation, so it is important that your book 
is neat and looks attractive. Picture story books will be 
penalised for poor presentation. 

All guidelines should be followed to avoid being disadvantaged during judging.
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your poster.

 Text must be in your own words. It may be hand 
written or produced via computer. The text needs 
to be concise (use just enough words to explain the 
topic ideas when a person looks at the poster/chart 
for a couple of minutes.)

 Written information must be legible (visible from 
1 metre) and contain a major heading for the topic 
and sub-headings (visible from 2 metres) for ideas/
concepts within the topic.

 Maximum word limit is 400 words, including 
headings, explanations and captions; excluding 
bibliography

 Diagrams may be either hand drawn or produced 
using tools on a computer. Diagrams copied from 
other software or downloaded are not acceptable.

	Scanned pictures, photographs of pictures and 
photographs are not acceptable on any part of your 
poster.

 Diagrams must have clear headings/labels and be 
distinguishable from a distance of 2 metres.

 Posters must not have any built-up or three-
dimensional sections.

 If you have stuck or attached any diagrams or 
writing to the poster, you must laminate or ‘contact’ 
it, so that there are no loose edges protruding from 
it.

 You will be expected to answer questions from the 
judges about your poster.

 Judges will look for evidence of accurate and 
relevant scientific content, understanding of the 
material presented, and depth of investigations, 
innovative and creative thought in the visual 
presentation and in the selection of ideas 
investigated.

Country entrants may send their poster to STAV 
House, Coburg on 19 and 20 July, 2018.  
It must be rolled and in a tube with a copy of the 
completed Face Sheet firmly affixed to the outside 
of the tube. A clear written explanation of scientific 
& technological principles involved should also be 
included (No more than two A4 pages). Country 
Entrants are strongly encouraged to attend Judging 
Day with their poster to discuss the entry with Judges.

JUDGING DAY FOR POSTERS
Saturday 4 August 2018
Methodist Ladies’ College

Fitzwilliam Street entrance, Kew

Posters - Scientific Wallcharts

(Lower, Middle and Upper Primary 
Divisions)
Topics for 2018
The theme for Posters is Australian Game Changers and 
Change Makers.

Note: These are the ONLY topics that will be judged.

1. Made in Australia

2. An idea that changed people’s lives

3. Great Australian change makers

4. That Eureka moment!

 Tick that you have satisfied each of the guidelines below.

Entry guidelines 
You are required to:

 Give a clear explanation of the scientific and 
technical principles involved (refer to the diagrams 
you have used that help illustrate these principles)

 Explain the significance and impact that the topic 
has in the real world (refer to the diagrams you have 
used that help illustrate these principles)

 Include at least 3 relevant diagrams which 
summarise the two guidelines above

 List references used. Put these in a small box at the 
bottom right hand corner of the poster.

 Maximum poster size is 80cm x 60cm. The minimum 
size that will be accepted is 60cm x 40cm.

 Use flexible poster paper that can be easily rolled 
up.

 All diagrams and text must be original.

 Firmly attach the Entry Face Sheet to the back of 

All guidelines should be followed to avoid being disadvantaged during judging.


