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Handwriting- Clever Cat 

This term the Preps are transitioning from writing on solid lines to writing on dotted thirds. Letter position is 

introduced through ‘Clever Cat’. Clever Cats’ head is the sky and is blue, his body is the grass and is green and his tail 

hangs into the dirt and is brown. We draw Clever Cat into the students' books until they have a visual image of where 

each letter sits on the line. To support their handwriting development at school, we will be sending home some dotted 

third sheets for your child to practise writing their name, magic words, lists, letters or diary entries.  

	

Prep S  Niss Scaglione  Rm 5 
Prep P  Nrs Philp  Rm 6 
Prep N  Niss NcIntyre     Rm 7 
Prep H   Nrs Hughes  Rm 10 
	 	

 Reminders 
 

Icy pole & Raisin Toast sales 
Every Monday at the start of 

lunch $1 
 

PMP  
We do not currently have enough 

parent helpers. Please let us know if 
you are able to assist. 

 
100 Days of School 

Monday 29th July 
 

Chesterfield Farm Excursion 
Tuesday 20th August 

 

PATHS 

In  PATHS th i s  week Prep students w i l l  be  
id ent ify ing the  fee l in gs ‘ ca lm ’ and ‘ relaxed ’ .  

They w i l l  exam ine  fac ia l  cues and body  
posture  assoc iated  w i th  th ose  fee l in gs  as 
we l l  as  reca l l i ng events  or act iv it ies  that  

make them feel  t hat way.  F ina l ly ,  the  Preps 
w i l l  learn to l i nk the act  of do i ng turt le  as 

result ing in  a ca lm  or  re laxed feel i ng .   

What are  some of  the  th i ngs that  ca lm and 
re lax your ch i ld?  

THRASS Phoneme (sound) of the week: 
This week : /v/ as in voice and sleeve  

Next week: /sh/ as in shark, station, chef 
When your child is ready to move on to the next colour of take home readers, it 

will be recorded in the reader. Take home books are designed to be read 
‘easily’ by your child, without much adult intervention. At school the students 

read more challenging texts, where new strategies are introduced. 

Farms  & Produce 
 

E l iz a- ‘From dairy farms we 
get ice cream’. 

 
Che ste r- ‘Sheep farms help us 

to have woolly jumpers’. 
 

Beat ri ce - ‘Chickens make eggs 
for us to eat’. 

 
 

 

Maths 
This week in Prep the students are working on their place 
value  knowledge. We are focusing on confidently reading, 

writing and making two digit numbers. With 100 days of 
school fast approaching, you can discuss how many days we 
have now been at school. You may want to begin collecting 
100 small items in a snap lock bag ready to bring to school 

next week on July 29th. 
 

Next week we are revising our understanding of length . We 
will be using language such as shorter, short, same, long and 
longer. Encourage your child to search for 2 items in their 

bedroom and compare their length by measuring them 
directly. Turn it into a game and see if you can both find an 

item that is the same length. 	
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LEARNING IN YEAR 1 

There was a buzz last week as students returned to school 

and shared their holiday adventures. We’ve heard of trips 

interstate, visits with grandparents and sleepovers with 

cousins and friends. We are ready for another great term of 

learning and growing together. 

“I went ice skating with my family.” Isabel 

“I went on a day trip to Healesville Sanctuary.” Ronan 

TOPIC INVESTIGATION 

This term our attention switches to Our Natural Environment. 

For the first 2 weeks we have been exploring “What is an 

environment?” and “What is the difference between natural 

and man made?” along with “What is living and non- living?” 

This week the students will demonstrate their learning in the 

computer lab where they will create a table depicting living 

and non-living using picture stamps. 

Over these next few weeks the students will explore a 

number of different environments and discuss the features of 

these. They will discover how different cultures interact with 

and use their environments along with learning some of the 

traditional beliefs and practices of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people that relate to the environment. 

If families have been to any of the following environment 

types and have photos to share, please bring them in to 

share with your class.  

Desert, Rainforest, Antarctic/Arctic, Tundra, Land Caves, 

Mountains, Scrub/Bush, Grassland/Savannah, Marine etc. 

Don’t forget our Chatterboxing program has begun for the 

term relating to our Natural Environment. We have already 

seen some amazing work brought in from the students. 

 

LITERACY 

This week has begun with a deeper look at the way we 

turn singular nouns into plurals. The students will be 

learning to identify when to add s, es or ies to the end 

of words to make them plural.  

“If a word ends in ‘y’ and the ‘y’ makes its own sound, 

then you change the ‘y’ to  ‘i’ and add ‘es’.” Phoebe 

As a whole class we have looked at the features of non-

fiction texts and are beginning to learn how to write an 

information report. Over the next few weeks the 

students will use websites such as National Geographic 

and Kid Cyber to find information and facts about a 

particular environment.  

 

 
 

 
 

NUMERACY 

Subtraction and time with an analogue clock is our 
focus for these first few weeks of term. 

We are looking at a variety of strategies in 
subtraction such as using tens frames, counting on, 
counting back and number lines. 

“I think it is tricky but counting backwards helps me 
to work out the answer.” Isabel 

“We learnt many different words for subtraction like 
take away, minus less and that the symbol is a 
straight line.” Lola 

“We can use some of our addition strategies to help 
us with working out subtraction equations.” Max 

There are lots of subtraction games that you can 
play to strengthen speed and the concepts learnt. 
Log onto Mathletics or click on the link below. 

https://www.abcya.com/games/ducky_race_subtrac
tion  

 

 

Year 

1 

In small groups the students created a city collage and 

a country collage to show what they know about the 

two very different environments. 

https://www.abcya.com/games/ducky_race_subtraction
https://www.abcya.com/games/ducky_race_subtraction


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          

Numeracy 

In Year 2, we are currently exploring maps. We have been 
investigating the different purposes of maps and 
identifying their key features. We have had a go at 
creating a map of our classroom and also looked at a 
world map to identify the different continents.   
 

 “When I drew a map of my classroom I had to be precise to make 
sure I could fit everything in and I drew just the tops of objects to 
create a birds eye view.” Mila 2AH 

 

Literacy 

In literacy, the Year 2 students have been focusing 
on Information Reports.  We have been using this 
text type to locate information to respond to 
questions as well as looking at the features.  We 
have also had a go at sequencing them and 
exploring how information on the same topic is 
grouped together to form paragraphs. We have 
enjoyed learning lots of interesting new facts 
about animals! 
 

“Information reports include a title, opening statement, 
sub headings, paragraphs, diagrams, pictures and a 
concluding statement.” Olivia 2L 
 
“When I read an information report on turtles I learnt 
that not all turtles lay their eggs in sand.” Jai 2L 
 
“I found out that turtles eat plants that grow in the 
water.” Kayden 2L 
 

 
 

Year 2 Learning @ EEPS  

PATHS 

 

This week in PATHS we are focusing on 
making good choices. To make a good choice 
we often need to give ourselves time to calm 
down, listen to others to gather information 
and think things through before making a 
decision. Impulsive decisions often are not our 
best ones, whereas taking our time can lead 
to better outcomes. When making a decision 
we want to consider: 

1. Is it safe? 
2. Will I be breaking any rules? 
3. Will I be treating others the way I 

want to be treated? 

Topic Investigation 

 

This term the Year 2 students are excited about our new 
topic: ‘Our Natural Environment’. In this unit we will 
compare and contrast a range of natural and built 
environments. We will explore Earth’s natural resources 
and look at how we can conserve our environment.  
What different environments did your family explore 
over the school holidays? What natural, maintained or 
constructed features were there? 
 
“Environments are places where living things (humans, animals 
and plants) are. Some examples are the ocean, desert, city, farm, 
school and the beach.” Scarlett M 2L  
 

A mind map of the environments we already 
know. 

A map of 2AH’s classroom 



 

Year 3 Learning @ EEPS 
Literacy 

In reading, students have been applying their 

comprehension skills when reading non-fiction 

texts.  

“We found that we can make predictions for a non-

fiction text but it’s just a bit different” Alissar 

“In non-fiction texts we can predict what words we 

might find or what a word means” Abby 

 

                  

 

In writing, students have explored the 6 traits that 

make a good writer. They have also looked at the 

features of an information report. 

Numeracy 
In numeracy, Year 3 students have been deepening 

their understanding of multiplication by exploring a 

range of different strategies and finding efficient 

ways to work out the total. 

How do arrays help? 

    “They make it easier to find the total” Heidi 

“They help by making it easier to skip count or see 

doubles” Lucy 

“We can ‘trust the count’ by turning the array and 

knowing that the total is still the same” Zach 

      

In measurement, students have revised the 

language of length and have worked on the skill of 

estimating.  

Integrated Studies  

Our topic of investigation this term is ‘The World We Live In’. Students will explore natural environments (biomes) 

predominantly in Australia and in neighbouring countries. They will learn about the habitats of animals and insects that 

live in these environments and learn about the importance of coexistence. 

This week, students have begun by investigating how to classify things as ‘living’ or ‘non living’.  

“Although some things can move this does not mean they are living. They have to show all of the characteristics of 

living things” Joey                                

   

 



 

Premier’s Reading Challenge Update  

Students in Year 4 have recorded 

reading more than 700 books so far! 

WHAT A WAY TO KEEP LEARNING and 

GROWING - Well done! 

 

  

 nmbb 
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In Year 4 

Reading 

 
WALT (We Are Learning To): 

Become motivated, independent 

readers who think critically about the 

texts we read. 

A title, a front cover and character 

traits help you to predict, question and 

activate prior knowledge to think 

deeply before and during reading a            

particular text. 

 

Writing 

WALT (We Are Learning To): 

Structure and use the language 

needed to create clear and 

effective procedural texts. 

 

Our current homework challenge 

involves doing this at home. Ask us 

about the importance of the verb 

and the adverbs we chose to use. 

Maths 

WALT (We Are Learning To): 

Use a systematic approach to find 

patterns and make and test 

predictions based on the patterns 

using our knowledge of numbers, 

operations and the place value 

system. 

What patterns can you find 

together using a times table chart 

at home? 

 

Straight From the Mouths of 4O! 

This term, our unit is a biological science and geography 

unit. We have begun by looking at what students know 

about living and non living things. We will explore natural 

environments (biomes) in Australia and in neighbouring 

countries. We will learn about the habitats and life cycles 

of animals and insects that live in these environments and 

learn about the importance of coexistence. Throughout 

the unit, the students will read maps and represent, 

collect and interpret geographical data including maps, 

tables, graphs etc. We will learn that to help sustain our 

natural environment, the time starts now and it starts 

with us!                       

 

 

I like how ‘Love Your Body’ by Jess, teaches everyone that every 

BODY is unique and makes them feel good about themselves- 

Sinead 

 

I love my eyes because they let me read and I love my brain 

because it helps my eyes see the reading- Blake 

 

I learnt that it’s okay to be you- Jackson 

 

This book helps people to not be jealous of other people and just 

be happy to be yourself. It was interesting- Elyssa 

 

                               My body makes me feel safe- Amelia  

 

 

Thoughts to promote being 

body positive: 

 All bodies are 

valuable and 

worthy just as they 

are (regardless of 

shape, size, colour, 

ability or gender) 

 There are no 

bodies that are 

better than, or 

more important 

than others. 

 Speak kindly 

about our own 

bodies. We speak 

kindly about other 

people’s bodies. 

With thanks from Fiona 

Sutherland (Year 4 parent 

and director of Body 

Positive Australia). 

 

The Year 4s were lucky enough to have a visit from an author! Jessica Saunders is the author of ‘Love Your Body’. 

She came to share her book with us and we discovered why she was inspired to write it.  

 



				
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Learning@EEPS	-	Year	5	

	

Literacy 

The Year 5 students have begun to look at explanation and 
procedural texts. These genres of writing are aligned to 
our current unit - students will write the procedure for 
experiments and explain the changes they have observed.  
 
In reading, we are focusing on the comprehension strategy 
of summarising by ensuring we identify the main idea and 
including the most important pieces of information.  

 

What’s the matter? 

This term’s unit is ‘What’s the matter?’  In this unit, we will 
learn about the states of matter and identify the properties of 
solids, liquids and gases. We will also observe and describe 
chemical reactions in the classroom and in the Mad About 
Science incursion.  

At home: ask your child to explain the difference between 
matter and non-matter. 

Public Speaking Program 
 
This term the Year 5 students will be starting the Public Speaking Program. 
This program gives students the opportunity to practise the skills required 
for speaking to an audience and build their confidence in public speaking. 
Students will be given time at school to draft, revise and rehearse their 
speech but we strongly encourage students to do some work on their 
speech at home as part of the Term 3 homework program. 
 
The three speeches they will be writing are: 

• Presenting me to you 
• Speaking from the heart 
• Applying for that special position 

 

Numeracy 

In maths, we have been learning why and how we round 
whole numbers and decimals We have also been learning 
to estimate the answers to questions. This can help us 
check if our answers to questions are reasonable. We have 
also been investigating mass and capacity. 

At home: encourage your child to make estimates when you 
are shopping, cooking or doing other tasks around the 
home. 



 

Term 3 
Our unit of study is ‘What’s the Matter’ and is 
planned to enable students to classify solids, 
liquids and gases as the main forms of matter. 
Through ‘hands on’ experiments students will 
become aware of how materials can be 
changed and that, in some cases, the change 
can be reversible. This unit is followed by our 
‘Chocology’ unit of study that will deepen this 
understanding and provide a fun opportunity 
for students to design and create a marketing 
campaign to advertise their chocolate product. 

 

 
 

Numeracy 
 

 

WALT: recognise fractions, decimals and percentages as different representations of the same value. 
 
We are working towards accurately completing this fraction wheel. 
 

Explanation Texts 
 

Each science experiment will provide students with the 
‘first hand’ experience to write an Explanation Text, for 

example; 
 

When the bi-carb soda mixes with the vinegar, a chemical 
reaction creates carbon dioxide gas, causing the balloon 

to inflate. 

Homework 
 

In addition to the weekly spelling, reading, 
Mathletics and diary entries, we have provided 
some fun ‘Kitchen Chemistry’, ‘hands on’ tasks. 

Procedural Texts 

We use a procedural text when cooking, drawing, making crafts, 
building lego, creating a science experiment… 

This is my procedural text that instructs: ‘How to  blow up a 
balloon using bi-carb soda and vinegar’: 

Important Dates: 
6th, 7th & 8th Aug: Science Incursion 

Thursday August 15: Year 6 Graduation Photo 
Tuesday August 20: Book Week Dress-up 

Fundraiser 
Thursday August 22: Pupil Free Day 

Thursday Sept 12: 3 Way Conference 


