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Learning Focus & Steps to Success 
As we begin each lesson with our Preps we inform them of the specific learning focus. This is supported with 

the visual cue  We then discuss the steps that need to be taken in order to achieve that learning focus. 

We refer to these as the Steps to Success.  These are supported with a visual cue . 
Ensuring students are explicitly aware of the learning focus and steps to success allows us to provide 

targeted feedback in relation to the steps and support them in their learning. 
 

Prep H  Niss Hodgson  Rm 5 
Prep P  Nrs Philp  Rm 6 
Prep N  Niss NcIntryre     Rm 7 
Prep BH  Niss Harbour  Rm 10 
	 	

 Reminders 
Icy pole sales 

Every Monday at the start of lunch 
$1 

 
Drama Toolbox 

Continues each Monday 
 

Teddy Bears Picnic 
Friday 1st March 

 
Grandparents & Special Friends 

Morning 
Friday 16th March 

 
 

	

PATHS 
This week in PATHS time students are learning about 

compliments. Through interactions with our turtle friend 
Twiggle, the Preps will explore what a compliment is, how it 

feels to give and receive one and how to react when 
someone says something nice about you. When a student is 
randomly selected to become the St udent o f  t he  Da y 

they will receive compliments from their peers and teacher, 
as well as sharing something they like about themselves. 
These will all be recorded and sent home to share with 
families. There is space for family members to write a 

compliment too. Giving and receiving compliments helps to 
build self-esteem, friendships and a sense of community. 

 

THRASS Phoneme (sound) of the week: 
This week: Pp as in panda & hippo 

Next week: Ii as in tin 

Keep working on the Magic Words.  

Marvelous Measuring 
Alex Prep BH- I liked using the 

computer to find things that are long 
and short. 

 
Anni Prep BH- I liked comparing things 

and finding what was shorter and 
longer. 

 
Jude Prep BH- I enjoyed using play dough 
to make snakes and put them in order 

from shortest to longest. 
 

Marvelous Measuring 
 
Over the next week we will continue to focus on measuring and 
finding items in the classroom that are shorter and longer than a 
chosen object. This week, we will be using our teddy bear and 
comparing its size to a range of objects. We will then begin to 
collect some data. We will ask yes/no questions and display our 
findings onto a pictograph.  
 
At home, we encourage you to support your Prep child to find 
items in your house that are longer and shorter than a chosen 
object. You could do this with the food on your dinner plate. You 
could also ask yes/no questions amongst your family and graph 
the data using pictures. Have fun! 
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Welcome to week 5.  

The time is rushing by so quickly with each week bringing new and 

exciting additions to our curriculum, as we all begin our journey to 

‘learn and grow together’ in 2019. 

ELOs (Extended Learning Opportunities) are an exciting addition to 

the Year 1 curriculum and the students were all eager to find out 

what this was about. They have now selected their topic for this term 

and are working with a cross age of students from year 1-4 in an 

area of interest and not necessarily their classroom teacher. This will 

run for 5 weeks. 

Don’t forget on Wednesday we have our local history walk excursion. 

The children will carry their own backpack with a snack and drink 

bottle included. We will be back at school for lunch. 

Year 

1 
 

ELOs – Friday afternoons 

“I did the Looking after Alice and Co. I am 

really looking forward to painting my rock 

and looking after it.” Aisha 

“I’m doing Green Thumbs and I get to do 

planting and grow seeds. We are learning 

about the vegetable garden. I found a 

caterpillar!” Isabel 

“I’m doing Science and we looked at things 

that sink or float.” Charly 

“I’m doing Relaxation. I found out about 

mindful drawing and coloured in a picture.” 

Lucy 

“I’m doing science and next week we 

might be able to make some potions and 

mix them together. I can’t wait!” Bella 

 

 

 

 

LITERACY  

The reading learning foci have been – comprehension, and 

further exploration on how pictures in fiction and non-fiction add 

more meaning to each text. 

Reading focus this week is visualising or making mental images 

as we read – maybe try no pictures initially if you are reading to 

the children – to help their visualisation and meaning of a text.  

In grammar we have been exploring common nouns and proper 

nouns. A proper noun is the specific name given to a person, 

place or thing. We go to school. School is the common noun. 

We go to Eltham East Primary School. Eltham East Primary is 

the proper noun. Proper nouns need a capital letter. This is a 

clip some of us watched. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmZA90W53Rk 

The writing focus has been using smaller year 1 dotted thirds. 

These lines are of course much smaller than the lines in prep 

and the students are meeting the challenge with resilience and 

persistence. 

Writing our weekly recount (diary last year), with a basic plan is 

also a current focus.  

Perhaps you could help your child by writing a dot point plan. e.g. 

family activities on Saturday or Sunday. 

 

NUMERACY 

Our number learning focus so far this year has 
been counting and becoming familiar with 
numbers – from zero to hundreds! Recognising, 
reading and using the correct terms, when using 
number lines and charts, as well as in our daily 
life have been daily occurrences. It has been 
wonderful to see so many of the students 
become more confident with skip counting and 
finding/reading the larger numbers. 

‘Teen’ numbers with the help of the rap song 

were a highlight for some -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uedvwH6Ay18 

“I like singing,”  “Maths is fun”, “This is easy 

now,” were comments in all our rooms. 

This week sees our Number learning focus                        

turn to place value and the introduction of the 

terms – place value, thousands, hundreds, tens 

and ones. 

 

 

Prompt/question/game for home 

 

Next focus 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmZA90W53Rk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uedvwH6Ay18


 

Year 2 Learning @ EEPS  

Literacy 

 

Rhyming, recount structure and main idea have been under the spotlight in the 

past week. It has also been pleasing to see and hear the students begin 

Chatterboxing with the aim of improving their public speaking and ability to 

respond to impromptu questions from their peers.  

 
We’re learning to be confident when talking to a group of people. - Georgina 
2PR 
 
We need to speak clearly and have eye contact with the audience. - Amelie 2PR 

Numeracy 

 

In Year 2 the students have been expanding their learning 
about place value and measuring using informal units such as 
hand spans, unifix and icy-pole sticks. 
 
We have ordered numbers. We’ve played a game called ‘Beat 
the Teacher ‘. It’s a place value game using cards. The kids 
need to try to beat the teacher by making the highest number. 
- Aidan 2PR 

 

 

Parent Information Night 

 

Thank you to the parents who attended the information night. Here are a few key points we discussed 
about Year 2: 
 
 We differentiate literacy and numeracy lessons based on ongoing, daily assessment of student 

understanding. This can be in the form of formal assessments, anecdotal observations, open-ended 
questions and work samples.  
 

 Take-home-books are always easier than your child’s instructional level used in the classroom. This 
is to assist your child to develop their reading confidence and fluency.  

 
 We have begun our student choice Chatterboxing program. Students are able to select their own 

topic to present on or select one from the provided list. We encourage students to try and 
complete four Chatterboxing presentations this term.  

 
 Students are developing their understanding of place value in maths. This is important, as a solid 

understanding will assist students in using the four operations.  
 
 When faced with a problem PATHS assists students in being able to calm down and think of some 

possible plans to solve the problem. They use a traffic light system to help students remember to 
STOP, MAKE A PLAN and then GO or put a plan into action.  

 

 



 

 

 

Year 3 Learning @ EEPS 

Literacy  

Reading – We schedule 5 sessions of reading a week and 

follow the ‘Independent Workshop’ model where students 

select and read ‘Just Right’ books of their choosing. While 

reading independently, the students are writing down 

observations about plot, characters, themes and asking 

questions.    

Writing - In Year 3, the students follow the workshop model 

where the purpose is to write and write often. Introducing 

the Writer’s Notebook this year offers the students a place 

to keep seeds of ideas for writing, as well as offers them a 

safe space for writing about things that are meaningful to 

them. Year 3 students focus heavily on recount, narrative, 

persuasive writing in the first semester due to NAPLAN 

preparation and then focus on informative and scientific 

writing to coincide with topics of investigation. 

Spelling – In Year 3, the students will continue to use the 

THRASS chart for phonological attempts at spelling. In 

addition, they will begin to shift towards making plausible 

attempts at spelling using orthographical and 

morphological knowledge.  

Speaking and Listening - In Year 3 the students are 

provided with many impromptu opportunities to speak in 

front of the class. However, Public Speaking skills are honed 

early by participating in ‘5 Fast Facts’ and ‘Topic Talks’.                  

Fast Facts ask students to share a snap shot of a topic. This 

is the beginning of a planned talk and the step before Topic 

Talks. Topic Talks ask for a period of preparation, research 

and practice before presenting the talks.  

   

  

 

 

 

Numeracy 

Our three key learning areas are: Number and Algebra, 

Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability.  

Students will be engaged in a variety of mathematical 

experiences where they work at their ability as well as mixed 

ability groups. We use a variety of materials to support 

student learning and plan experiences that encourage the 

students to use the maths proficiencies: Understanding, 

Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning. 

  

 

 

 

Integrated Studies 

Term 1: Terra Nullius? 

Term 2: Civics and Citizenship  

Term 3: Biomes 

Term 4: Beneath our feet and Above our Head 

 

The Year 3 team for 2019 are: Miss Katia Gonano (3G), Mrs Emma Katsalidis (3K), Miss Emily Taylor (3T) and                                     

Mrs Mary Vescio (3V).  Please refer to the summary below for the main points discussed at the Parent Information night.  

Social Emotional Learning 
The PATHS curriculum at this level supports the students to 

use the control signals to calm down, make a plan and 

execute the plan rather than escalate the issue. We also 

provide students with the opportunities to discuss feelings 

and emotions by using our feelings wheel, opening up the 

dialogue for discussions surrounding difficult friendship 

scenarios and using the Golden Rule;                                                   

Treat others the way you want to be treated.  

 

Home/School Partnership 

Please don’t hesitate to contact your classroom teacher vis 

COMPASS and to regularly check COMPASS for notices and 

updates.  

Information about parent helpers will be sent out shortly. 

You will need to have completed the Parent Helper course 

as well as have a current Working With Children Check.  

Homework is optional and will be sent out every two weeks 

in the student’s blue folders. Homework tasks are student 

led and designed by a different Year 3 class each fortnight. 

Please return the blue folders to school if your child opts 

out for a particular task. They may want to have a go at the 

next one!  

Home readers will be coming home. Students will need to 

fill in the title of the book and sign. We encourage students 

to read at least 20 minutes every night.  

 



Interested students are in the process of 

planning and creating their posters and 

speech about ‘What it means to be a Good 

Leader’. These are due on Monday 25th 

February. Class presentations will commence 

in Week 5 and class JSC representatives will 

be voted for that week. 

According to the 4N students, good 

leadership means:  

 Being approachable and friendly 

 Following the school values 

 Being a positive communicator 

 Having a sense of humour 

 Having the capacity to speak on 

behalf of the needs of your fellow 

students.   

Good luck to everyone who enters.  

 

Our Friday afternoon 

Extended Learning 

Opportunities (ELOS) have 

commenced for Term 1, 

with students having the 

opportunity to participate 

in Cooking, Cartooning, 

Mindfulness, STEM, Green 

Thumbs, Community Help 

and more. With so much 

on offer, it’s hard to 

choose just one! 

                    

Learning@ 

EEPS 

In Year 4 

Terra Nullius? 

 
WALT (We Are Learning To): 

Discover the path Captain James 

Cook travelled to Australia.  

Have a discussion with your child 

about the paths you’ve travelled 

as a family and their location. 

English 

WALT (We Are Learning To): 

Plan and write engaging 

persuasive texts that hook the 

reader in. 

 

How can we use rhetorical 

questions to encourage the 

reader to see our point of view?  
 

Maths 

WALT (We Are Learning To): 

Select and successfully use 

addition strategies to 

complete word problems. 
 

Ask your child to show you 

how they can use mental 

maths to solve addition 

algorithms! 

 

 
Year 4 JSC Elections 

 

 

Straight from the 

Mouths of 4N Students… 

 
 

The Virtual Reality Experience  

Focus - Aboriginal Culture 

I really liked how we got to virtually visit 

outback Australia and learn about Aboriginal 

customs and traditions – Archie 

It was so cool to virtually be part of a dance 

and didgeridoo performance - Charli  

I really liked how we got to virtually play a 

game where we got to hunt for bush tucker 

and throw a boomerang – Maia 

 

 

What we saw 

through the lenses… 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



	
	
IMMIGRATION	MUSEUM	EXCURSION	
	
On	Wednesday	the	20th	of	February,	the	Year	5	
students	made	the	trip	into	the	city	for	their	
excursion	to	the	Immigration	Museum.	While	we	
were	there,	we	learned	about	the	different	types	of	
migrants	that	have	arrived	in	Australia	over	the	past	
230	years.	We	discovered	some	of	their	reasons	for	
choosing	to	leave,	why	they	chose	Australia	and	how	
they	have	contributed	to	changing	Australian	society.	
	
	
	

CHESS	

The	Year	5	Chess	program	is	well	under	way	for	
2019.	Every	Thursday,	a	professional	chess	player	
called	Nick	comes	in	to	each	of	our	classrooms	to	
teach	us	all	about	this	game.	We	are	all	fast	
learners,	so	he	has	already	showed	us	some	very	
complicated	strategies	to	try	on	our	opponents.		

PARENT	INFORMATION	EVENING	

Thank	you	to	those	who	attended	the	Parent	Information	
Evening	held	on	Wednesday	the	13th	of	February.	It	was	
fantastic	to	see	so	many	parents	come	along	to	hear	more	
about	how	we	structure	our	teaching	and	learning	programs.	
Remember	to	read	LEEPS	each	fortnight	to	find	out	more	about	
what	we	are	learning	in	Year	5.	



 

Learning@EEPS-Year 6 : 
Feedback from our information 

evening: 
We were delighted with the turn out to our 
Y5 and Y6 Information Evening.  We have 
been really pleased with the positive 
feedback we have received.  If you were 
unable to attend, we have included a 
summary of the evening for you. 

  

Introduction – Trish Bostock  
Trish welcomed attendees and covered the 
Victorian Curriculum Standards for Y5 & Y6 
and what EEPS are doing to meet and 
exceed them.  Emphasis was on continuity 
across the year level and across the school 
as well as collaboration between teams.  
EEPS values team planning and teams have 
the opportunity and the expectation to 
work closely together. 
 

What does learning look like in the 

classroom: 
We have a strong emphasis on Literacy and 
Mathematics.  Team members explained 
what Reading, Writing and Mathematics 
looked like in the classroom.  How we are 
building independent learners and 
preparing them for secondary school. 
 

Integrated units and Social & 

Emotional programs: 
 

 

Lesson format: 
We covered the format of our lessons: 

1. Tuning in activity,  
2. Whole teaching focus,  
3. Independent learning opportunity, 
4. Reflection - Shared/Peer teaching 

opportunity 

 
 

Independent Learners: 
There is considerable structure to building 
independent learners.  We have an 
emphasis on giving the students the skills 
to complete and extend their tasks while 
including student voice, passions and 
interests. 
 

 
  

Spelling 
In response to our spelling results, teacher 
professional judgement and parent 
feedback, we have extended our program 
to include SMART Spelling. 

 
 


