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Summer Holidays 
Our Preps have worked incredibly hard all year long and are in need of a well-deserved break. If you want 
to help your child avoid what’s known as the ‘summer slide’: a slight regression of learning after a long 
break, here’s a few things we encourage you to do: 

• Read, read, read… visit the library, enjoy bedtime stories together, read digital stories online using 
Sunshine Online (username: readingtime password: school) 

• Encourage your child to write letters to family or friends, or postcards if you’re heading away 
• Play word or number games on car trips 
• Get your child into the kitchen and have them help you to follow recipes when making Christmas 

treats and family meals 
• Use Mathletics (email us if you are not sure of your child’s login) 

 
 

Prep H  Niss Hodgson  Rm 5 

Prep L  Niss Lapadula  Rm 6 

Prep N  Niss NcIntyre     Rm 7 

Prep BH  Niss Harbour  Rm 10 

	 	

 Reminders 
 

Prep Breakfast 
Friday 14th December 

 
Prep Celebration 
Prep M & Prep H  

Tuesday 18th Dec @ 2.50pm  
 

Prep Celebration 
Prep BH & Prep L 

Wednesday 19th  Dec @ 2.50pm 
 

Paramedic Visit 
Last week, as part of our ‘Healthy Me’ unit, the 
preps had an exciting visit from Bree the 
paramedic and got to see a real ambulance! We 
had a look at all the equipment inside the 
ambulance and listened to the loud siren! We 
learnt about how paramedics take care of 
people and how important their job is. 

 

THRASS Phoneme (sound) of the week: 

This week: /a/ as in baby, tape, snai l and tray 
 

Continue reading and writing the Magic 100 and 200 words 
over the summer holidays. 

People who help us and 
keep us safe within our 

community… 
 

Indie- ‘Paramedics help to keep people alive.’ 
 

Lucy- ‘Garbage collectors make sure our community is nice 
and clean.’ 

 
Sam- ‘Police protect the community.’  

 
Heidi- ‘Firefighters make sure people are safe if there is a 

fire.’ 
 

Max- Librarians help us to find books that teach us new 
things.  

Maths 
Shapes Shapes Shapes  

Over the next few weeks the Preps will be revising their 
understanding of 2D shapes and 3D objects. We will be 

speaking about the features of these shapes and what makes 
them unique. The Preps will be getting creative and linking 
shapes to holiday themes. At home, you could search for 2D 
shapes and 3D objects in your house and talk about their 
features. You might also want to extend the discussion to 
the sides and corners of 2D shapes and the edges, vertices 

and faces of 3D objects. Have fun! 
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ICT 

In the computer lab for the past few weeks we 

have been learning how to use the PowerPoint 

program. We have focussed on the topic of 

Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies and have made 

some fabulous slides on how to stay healthy. The 

children have worked hard and really enjoyed 

adding transitions between the pages. 

 

 

Year 

1 

LEARNING IN YEAR 1 

Wow! It is an exciting time of the year and while we say 

goodbye to our current teachers and class, we welcome the 

New Year as we eagerly anticipate 2019! Today the year 1 

students completed their transition day. They spent some 

time in their new classrooms, met their 2019 teacher and 

classmates. Here are some thoughts from the children before 

they found out their new class: 

“I’m really excited to meet new friends, the new class and go up into year 2.”  

Hunter 1BH 

“I am sad because I don’t want to leave my Year 1 teacher but I am very excited that 

I get to have a pencil case in Year 2.”  Willow 1BH 

“I wonder what the classroom will look like.” Elsa 1BH 

 

 

  

 

 

NUMERACY 

Over the past few weeks we have been learning 

and consolidating our understandings on place 

value.  

We have also created a countdown calendar for 

the month of December while we look at months 

of the year, days of the week and the seasons.  

Ask your child if they know: 

How many school days are left? 

How many sleeps until Christmas? 

 

 

 

THANK YOU for all the classroom 

help and support throughout the year. 

Excursions, Chatterboxing, listening 
to reading and so much more. 

We trust that you and your family will 

have a safe and restful break and we 

look forward to seeing you all again in 
2019. 

LITERACY 

In reading and writing we have been looking at persuasive 

texts (to persuade by arguing one side of an issue). Some 

topics we have attempted are:   

The best food in the world is.. 

The best sport in the world is..   

Here is a writing piece from one of the students: 

“The best sport is netball of course! Firstly, it’s very easy to play because 

you get to throw a ball around. Secondly, there is no running and 

bouncing like basketball and I don’t get so tired. Thirdly, it’s actually a 

really fun sport. So that’s why netball is the best sport!” Isabella 

Currently we are in the middle of an author study on Nick 

Bland. We have enjoyed reading and analysing his lyrical 

writing which included stories such as The Very Cranky 

Bear, The Very Noisy Bear and The Very Hungry Bear. 

Editing our writing has also been a focus this term. We 

have been encouraging our students to read through their 

writing and see if they can improve the piece by correcting 

missed punctuation, spelling and adding descriptive 

phrases. 

 

 



Learning @ EEPS Year 2

As another successful year of 
learning is drawing to a close our 
students are continuing to develop 
their writing skills in preparation for 
Year 3. We have been using a 
writing scaffold to assist in 
identifying the use of WOW words, 
verbs, adverbs and connectives in 
their writing. Everyone has been 
challenging themselves to develop 
their vocabulary and enrich their 
writing.
 
“The boat flew towards the cursed 
sea! Suddenly I found a hatch 
labelled ‘for emergencies only’. I 
pulled it open in desperation, 
expecting water to rush in, but…” 
- Haoqi 2D

As Term 4 rapidly comes to a 
close, students have been 
busily completing their 
‘Healthy Bodies, Healthy 
Minds’ unit. Students were 
involved in, and thoroughly 
enjoyed, an amazing tabloid 
sports day to celebrate 
exercise and healthy living. A 
huge thank you to 6A for 
assisting the students. 

As a summary of what they 
have learnt across the unit, 
2AD have been creating an 
informative poster outlining 
ways in which we can keep a 
healthy body and mind. We 
think they have done a great 
job and have given us adults 
a few things to think about! 

Numeracy

As the end of Year 2 draws near and the busy, often tiring, holiday season approaches, a  
variety of purposeful and engaging activities have been planned for students! 
At this time also, some children like to write one another Christmas cards.  
In line with school policy and our ‘Healthy Habits’ unit of learning, the practise of sharing  
food items including candy canes or any other sweet treats with the cards is not  
encouraged at school. 

 Day Camp  
Thank you to all of the parents who volunteered to assist on the day. We had more 
volunteers than required and classroom teachers will have spoken to all parents 
who offered help at the camp on Tuesday 18th December from 09:00 until 20:00.  

*Please note: volunteers who have been selected will need to have completed the 
Parent Helper Course and hold a current Working With Children Check to be 

eligible. This must be shown to the Office as soon as possible. 

Take Home Readers, Library books and the festive season! 
*Parents, please check that you have no take home readers or library books 

remaining at home. Students will be unable to borrow these for the rest of the 
year, but are encouraged to read books from their local library over the festive 

season. Have a safe and Merry Christmas, from the Year 2 cohort!

LiteracyIntegrated 
Studies

Student Wellbeing

Measurement has been a focus in 
Mathematics this week. Using the book 
‘How Big is a Foot?’, students explored 
nonstandard measurement and addressed 
the reason standard measures are 
important. The lesson provided practice 
with estimating and measuring lengths 
using nonstandard measures (their own 
foot patterns). ‘How Big Is a Foot?’ also 
posed a question to the students that 
provided them with a chance to problem 
solve in a small group.

Cynthia - 2AD

Koby - 2AD



 

Reminders 

 
All library books and home readers need to 
be returned to school as soon as possible.  

 

 

Year 3 Learning @ EEPS 
Literacy  

In writing, students reviewed what they have learnt this year about 

narratives and put it into practice, using the Year 3 Camp as inspiration. 

We have also begun investigating forms of poetry and having a go at 

producing some creative pieces of work.   

In reading, students have been focusing on using context clues to find 

meaning of unknown words in their books. They have been looking 

closely at using dictionaries to define words and writing their own 

sentences, incorporating their own clues for the reader.  

Numeracy 

In numeracy, students have been working on solving problems using all 

four operations. They have reviewed formal written algorithms and 

other strategies to calculate their answers.   

Students have begun working on an open-ended maths project where 
they are designing and creating a building using 3D shapes and using 
these to create a town where they will plot coordinates and program 

Beebots to follow directions. 

Integrated Studies 

The students are really enjoying our health 

unit this term. We have some exciting 

events coming up near the end of term. 

Friday 14th December  

Healthy Amazing Race Day.  

Students will be participating in a ‘Healthy 

Active Day’ where they will complete an 

‘Amazing Race’.  

Tuesday 18th December 

Healthy Food Day.  

Students will be creating some healthy 

meals and foods to finalise the end of our 

unit. Our focus will be on healthy eating 

and nutrition.  

Any parents who are available to help on 

these days please contact your class 

teacher. You will need to make sure you 

have completed the ‘Parent Helper’ course 

and have a ‘Working With Children Check’  

 

 

 

 

A Kidnapper Walks at Night 

As the moonlit air blew gently through the small gap in 

the door, everything was quiet. The cabin was sleeping 

and a boy was brushing his teeth. He could hear the 

lonely sound of the camp lights starting to flicker off as 

the curtains flapped in the breeze. Then the silence 

broke. A ‘hiss’ of railing began to get clearer and closer. 

By Finley 
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In Year 4 

Healthy Mind, 

Healthy Body  
 WALT (We Are Learning To): 
 

Evaluate our unit 

knowledge and share our 

understandings  

whilst completing our  

Amazing Race Day and  

Healthy Food Day. 

 

 

 

 English 

WALT (We Are Learning To):  

Write different types of poems 

to create a poetry anthology. 

 

Share your favourite poems as 

a family. Look at the different 

types of poetry that exists. 

Rhymes, Alliterations, Haiku, 

Onomatopoeia etc. 
 

Maths 

        WALT (We Are Learning To): 

Calculate the perimeter and area 

of regular and irregular shapes. 

 

Great opportunity to discuss these 

measurement concepts with your child. 

Look at your home   environment and  

see whether  students can use their                         

knowledge in a purposeful way.  

     eg. If   you want to pave your  

          backyard   how would you  

         work out how many pavers  

       you need? 

 Term 4! 
 The year is nearly over and the Year 4 students have been 

immersed in a multitude of wonderful educational experiences. 

 

To celebrate the end of the year our students will be involved in 

two exciting ‘Healthy Mind, Healthy Body’ activities to culminate 

our unit for this term. This Friday, we are conducting an ‘Amazing 

Race’ event where students will work in teams to complete 

physical, social and emotional based Health Challenges. Next 

Tuesday, we will have our ‘Healthy Food Day’ where the students 

will prepare their own healthy meal for lunch that will consist of a 

wrap or rice paper roll, fruit kebab and popcorn.  

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Straight From the Mouths of 

Students… 

 
Year 4 Review: 

 

Our bike ride on the Diamond Creek trail  

was so rewarding as we got to ride our bikes  

as a big group and use the riding and safety  

procedures that we learnt during our first Bike Ed 

lesson.  

 

This was a first for the Year 4 students at EEPS. This 

activity challenged us, was extremely fun and 

everyone ‘had a go’. By far it was one of the 

highlights of being in Year 4 and a memory that we 

will remember. 

 

A huge thank you to all the   

EEPS teachers and parents who  

attended and helped us. 

 

 

  

Bike Ed. 

The Year 4 staff would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you all for your support 

this year and wish you all a safe and enjoyable 

holiday. 



Learning @ EEPS - Year 5

Digital Technologies - STEAM rotations

Last week, we had our last STEAM rotation for 
the year. This rotation included Art. Students 
used ‘Make-Do’ pieces to create something out 
of cardboard that allows movement. Students 
made things such as robots, cameras, cars, 
fairies and so much more!  

I am Eleven 

We watched the documentary ‘I am Eleven’ as part of our 
‘Surviving the Unknown’ unit. This film was about eleven 
year olds all around the world, with different cultures and 
views on life. A follow up activity included questions about 
the film and writer. We discussed what we enjoyed about 
being 11 and created a biography on a particular character
from the documentary.

Will 5S

Fairy made by Natasha F and Sarah 5S
Camera made by Fiona and Isla 5G

What I like about being eleven…
Mikayla and Lawrence 5S

Book Review by Eryn 5S

Dream House by Conor 
and Wyatt 5S

Student-led Math Projects

Last week in maths, we had the opportunity to plan our own 
project. We could pick anything to do with one of the three maths 
strands – Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry or 
Statistics and Probability. These strands appear on your report, so 
we could pick one we had a strength in. Throughout the week, 
students created dream houses, budget holidays, surveys, 
amusement parks and much more. We then presented our 
findings and explained what we achieved. This was fun because it 
was up to us!

Ruby and Allira 5S

Book Reviews

In writing, we have been learning about writing book reviews. We were able 
to select a book of choice and write a critical review on it - listing what we 
enjoyed, the characters and including a small blurb without giving the 
ending away! We have learnt how to ‘hook’ people into reading a book that 
you recommend. Everyone published a book report on Google Drive. We 
enjoyed learning about and writing book reviews!

Shanaye and Eryn 5S



 
 
 
 

 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Learning@EEPS - Year 6 

 

MASK ART 
Students have thoroughly enjoyed creating 

their mask for exhibition at their Graduation 
Ceremony. They very thoughtfully described 

their mask using artistic language, and gave an 
explanation of the symbolism of their mask 

and what the aspects of their mask represent 
to them, as they reflected on their years at 

EEPS. 
Thank you Mr Coates for all your inspiration 

and support. 
 

GRATITUDE PROJECT 
 
Congratulations to our Year 6 students who organised 
the lunchtime tabloid sport event.  
It was very well supported by students of all year 
levels and loads of fun was had. In addition they 
raised an impressive $230.00 for our chosen charities.  
 

Key Ceremony 
Students have begun 

researching to find the most 
suitable, positive quote that 

they would like to pass on to a 
year 5 student during the 

Passing of the Key Ceremony. 
to give them inspiration in 

2019. 
 


