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Handwriting 
At the beginning of this term the Preps transitioned from writing on solid lines to 
writing on dotted thirds. Letter position is introduced through ‘Clever Cat’. Clever Cats’ 
head is the sky and is blue, his body is the grass and is green and his tail hangs into the 
dirt and is brown. We draw Clever Cat into the student’s books until they have a visual 
image of where each letter sits on the line. To support their handwriting development at 
school, we will be sending home some dotted third sheets for your child to practise 
writing their name, magic words, lists, letters or diary entries.  

Prep H  Niss Hodgson  Rm 5 
Prep L  Niss Lapadula  Rm 6 
Prep S  Nrs Stubberfield     Rm 7 
Prep BH  Niss Harbour Rm 10 
	 	

 Dates to 
 Remember	

Raisin Toast & Icy Pole Sales- Every 
Monday $1 
Chesterfield Farm Excursion – Tuesday 
15th August 
Glass jars due at school- Friday 18th 
August 
	

Maths 
The Prep students will be introduced to subtraction 

this week. They will be using lots of concrete 
materials to support them to tell oral subtraction 
stories. Once the students are confident with the 

concept of ‘taking away’ they will begin to record 
the equations with the subtraction symbol. 

 
Can you create some oral subtraction stories 

around the dinner table?  
If there are 6 of us eating dinner and mum and my 
sister put their plates away, how many plates are 

left at the table? 
 

Phoneme of the week: 
This week : Oo like in nose, boat, note, snow. 

Next week: Ii like in tiger, kite, light, fly 
 

If you have a THRASS chart at home, focus on doing the vowel 
phoneme rap. Challenge your child by pointing to the boxes at 

random and asking them which sound they make. A challenge 
would be to ask them the spelling choice for each phoneme box. 

Prep Reminders- Hairy Harries 
As	part	of	our	Farm	Unit,	the	Preps	will	be	making	Hairy	

Harries.		To	make	these,	each	student	will	need	to	bring	a 	pair	
of	nylon	stockings	(preferably	without	a 	reinforced	toe	if	you	
can	find	them!)	and	a 	glass	jar.	A	jam	jar	or	pasta	sauce	jar	is	a 	
good	size.	They	will	need	to	be	thoroughly	cleaned	and	have	the	
label	removed.	Jars	will	a lso	need	to	be	labelled	underneath	

with	your	child’s	name.	Please	bring	in	these	items	by	the	end	of	
next	week	(Fri	18th	Aug).	J 

 

PATHS 
 
This week in PATHS, we will be focusing 
on the act of ‘sharing’. We want to 
emphasise sharing as a ‘positive 
concept’ that brings pleasure to our life 
rather than something that we have to 
be persuaded to do. Twiggle and 
Henrietta, our PATHS puppets, will 
model a positive sharing experience and 
students will have a chance to discuss 
their own experiences. Sharing is a vital 
life skill and it teaches children about 
compromise. Our aim is to make a 
strong connection between the act of 
sharing and the concept of caring about 
others.	 
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LITERACY	  
The	  main	  reading	  focus	  for	  the	  last	  week	  has	  been	  distinguishing	  
between	  fact	  and	  opinion.	  This	  focus	  will	  continue	  into	  next	  
week.	  This	  has	  fitted	  in	  nicely	  with	  our	  study	  of	  factual	  texts	  
about	  different	  habitats.	  We	  have	  also	  been	  looking	  at	  synonyms	  
and	  doing	  a	  great	  job	  using	  ‘Vinnie	  Vocabulary’	  and	  rewriting	  
‘The	  Day	  I	  met	  a	  Giant’	  story.	  

Ryan:	  “A	  synonym	  is	  a	  word	  like	  ‘big’	  and	  another	  way	  to	  say	  it	  is	  
large,	  enormous,	  gigantic	  or	  humongous.”	  

The	  writing	  focus	  has	  been	  on	  writing	  facts	  and	  starting	  to	  write	  
simple	  information	  reports.	  As	  part	  of	  this	  we	  have	  been	  using	  
the	  great	  website	  ‘Kidcyber’	  and	  taking	  notes	  in	  our	  special	  
‘Natural	  Environments’	  books.	  	  The	  children	  have	  also	  been	  
learning	  to	  select	  the	  right	  words	  to	  describe	  different	  habitats.	  

Henry:	  “We	  use	  the	  iPads	  and	  look	  up	  facts	  about	  the	  marine	  or	  
rainforest	  habitats	  and	  write	  them	  in	  our	  environment	  books.”	  

Can	  you	  work	  out	  the	  fact	  and	  the	  opinion?	  

“Lunchtime	  is	  fun.”	  
“We	  play	  outside	  at	  lunchtime.”	  -‐	  Sean	  

TOPIC	  INVESTIGATION	  
Our	  Natural	  Environment	  unit	  is	  in	  full	  swing.	  We	  
all	  spent	  a	  week	  learning	  about	  the	  different	  layers	  
in	  the	  ocean	  when	  investigating	  the	  marine	  
environment.	  The	  four	  Year	  1	  classes	  have	  now	  
started	  looking	  in	  more	  detail	  at	  four	  main	  
habitats;	  Rainforests,	  the	  Arctic,	  Deserts	  and	  
Bushland.	  The	  students	  are	  also	  doing	  a	  fantastic	  
job	  of	  researching	  different	  environments	  and	  
sharing	  these	  discoveries	  during	  the	  weekly	  
Chatterboxing	  sessions.	  

	  

Here	  is	  what	  we	  think	  about	  our	  Topic;	  

Leo:	  “It	  rains	  everyday	  in	  a	  rainforest	  and	  
it	  gets	  hot	  and	  steamy.”	  

Keira:	  “	  Rainforests	  have	  lots	  of	  trees	  and	  
it	  covers	  the	  sky	  so	  it’s	  dark.	  

Lucinda:	  “	  Rainforests	  have	  lots	  of	  vines”	  

	  

Have	  a	  look	  at	  our	  rainforests!	  
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LEARNING	  IN	  YEAR	  1	  
All	  the	  routines	  of	  school	  life	  in	  Year	  1	  are	  well	  and	  truly	  back	  in	  full	  
swing	  for	  Term	  3.	  Over	  the	  holidays	  the	  Year	  1	  classrooms	  had	  new	  
computers	  installed,	  complete	  with	  a	  new	  log	  in	  process.	  	  The	  
children	  have	  done	  a	  great	  job	  of	  learning	  this	  new	  process	  and	  also	  
have	  had	  success	  with	  the	  new	  log	  in	  process	  in	  the	  Computer	  Lab	  
on	  Level	  2.	  

Here	  are	  some	  of	  the	  highlights	  over	  the	  last	  couple	  of	  weeks.	  	  

Elisabeth:	  “I’ve	  loved	  the	  topic	  this	  term.	  We	  made	  a	  picture	  in	  our	  
books	  about	  the	  zones	  of	  the	  ocean.”	  

Carter:	  “I	  really	  like	  ELOs.	  I’m	  doing	  cooking	  and	  I’m	  looking	  forward	  
to	  making	  pizza.”	  

NUMERACY	  
During	  the	  last	  two	  weeks	  we	  have	  been	  completing	  lots	  of	  
different	  activities	  to	  help	  the	  students	  understand	  the	  
specific	  links	  between	  the	  addition	  and	  subtraction	  process.	  	  

We	  have	  revisited	  what	  we	  know	  about	  2D	  shapes	  and	  this	  
week	  we	  will	  look	  at	  3D	  shapes	  too.	  Next	  week	  our	  focus	  
will	  turn	  back	  to	  place	  value	  and	  counting.	  We	  will	  also	  look	  
at	  transformations.	  This	  is	  what	  the	  students	  have	  to	  say;	  

Andrew:	  “Addition	  means	  the	  numbers	  become	  more,	  
subtraction	  means	  the	  numbers	  get	  less.”	  

Oliver	  D:	  “	  2D	  shapes	  are	  flat.	  A	  square	  has	  4	  equal	  sides	  and	  
4	  corners.”	  

	  

Maths	  Challenge-‐	  Try	  this	  game	  at	  home!	  

See	  how	  many	  addition	  and	  subtraction	  facts	  you	  can	  find	  
that	  equal	  20!	  How	  many	  can	  you	  find?	  Who	  is	  the	  quickest	  
in	  your	  family	  to	  answer	  them?	  Maybe	  you	  could	  make	  
them	  into	  flashcards	  and	  make	  them	  into	  a	  game?	  



 

 
 

  

	    
	  

Student Wellbeing 
 
In year 2, we have been learning about our emotions,  
how they work and what types of behaviours are okay.  
When we feel uncomfortable feelings sometimes it can  
feel like a balloon about to pop! We have also been  
learning about how to solve problems in a fair and  
respectful way.  
 
Picture Cam 2D.                                                    

Integrated Studies 
 
After a ‘Think, Pair, Share’ exercise, students 
listed examples of different environments. In 
small groups, they then produced a range of 
different types of environments and the 
creatures that may live in that environment. A 
rich discussion developed about outer space 
and whether creatures or organisms live in that 
environment.  
 

The photo depicts a bush land environment 
through the eyes of Max, Amelie, Mia and 
Kazuki from 2R. 

 

Numeracy 
 
The year 2 students have been learning about 
elapsed time.  
 
WALT: What is elapsed time? 
WILF: We can define what elapsed time is 
We can time how long it takes to do 10 star jumps. 
 
“Elapsed time is how long it takes to do something. “ 
Felix 2A 
“I learnt how to work out how long it takes to do 
something. We worked out how long we have from 
waking up until coming to school.” Ivy 
“In our activity, we timed how long it takes to do 10 
star jumps and we compared our time with our 
partner.” Ella 

 

Literacy 
 

WALT: identify key facts within a text. 
WILF: highlighting important information, use 
this information to write dot points or notes. 
 

“First I highlighted the things that were facts 
and ignored the things that didn’t say 
anything important. Secondly, I wrote out dot 
points about emus then I wrote about the 
koalas. I didn’t know that koalas had a 
pouch! It was challenging to find all the 
information but I enjoyed highlighting it.” 
 

Matthew 2T 
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 Numeracy 
Capacity 

Capacity is when you measure how 
much something holds. We have been 

doing activities that involve 
determining which bottle is about a 
litre and discovering that it takes 4 

cups to make a litre.  

Division 

In division, we have continued focusing 
on the relationship between 

multiplication and division through 
using fact families to solve problems.  

We have also been using the division 
algorithm with problems that can be 

divided equally and problems that have 
a remainder.  

Sienna, Greta and Jack 3H 

 

Integrated 
This week, we have been learning about biomes. A biome is large naturally occurring 

community of flora (plants) and fauna (animals). There are five major biomes: the tundra, 
desert, grassland, forest and aquatic.  

We have used an app on the iPads called Popplet to brainstorm information about each of the 
biomes. We had to include information such as the kinds of plants and animals that live there, 

where it is and a description about it.  

Hayley and Lauren 3H 

Literacy 
In writing, we have been learning how to write 

information reports. 

 In our Big Write session, we had to write an 
information report on one of these four animals: 

Poison Dart Frog, Rattlesnake, Blue Whale and 
Polar Bear.  

Before we started, we got a piece of paper with all 
of the facts and had to sort all of the facts into the 

six paragraphs. The paragraphs were 
introduction, description, lifecycle, habitat and 

diet.  

We have also started drawing our labelled 
diagrams. Here are some examples.  

Marko and Leo 3H 



Have you noticed an improvement 

in our handwriting lately? In year 

four, we have been working very 

hard to get our pen licence. We 

are trying to improve on our best 

efforts by joining consistently and 

paying attention to our size, slope 

and letter formation. We are all 

very proud of our amazing 

transformation! 
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In Year 4 

What a    

Wonderful World 

 Some of the new 

vocabulary we have 

been exploring includes 

‘biomes’ ‘ecosystem’ 

and ‘habitat.’ 

 

Can you put these words 

into sentences? 
 

English 

This term we are exploring 

the C.S Lewis text ‘The 

Lion, The Witch & The 

Wardrobe.’  

Compare and contrast 

‘The Lion, The Witch & The 

Wardrobe’ with the book 

you’re currently reading 

at home. 

Maths 

WALT (We Are Learning 

To): Interpret and create 

line graphs. 
 

At home, you may like to 

explore graphs relating 

to the temperature and 

rainfall in Melbourne. 

How does this compare 

to other places in the 

world? 

What a Wonderful World 

This term, our unit of work is 

geography-based and is 

called ‘What a Wonderful 

World.’ We have commenced 

our unit by exploring why 

places are special to people. 

We concluded that places are 

special because of our 

experiences, fond memories, 

family connections or because 

of our interests. We even 

plotted our special places on 

a map. As you can see, there 

are many special places 

around the world for the 

students of 4H! 

As our unit of work progresses, we 

will be identifying and describing 

the characteristics of places and 

environments locally, nationally 

and internationally. We will also be 

considering what it would be like to 

live in a neighbouring country. 

 
 

Straight From the Mouths of 

Students… 

 

A week in review… 

 
“Last week we matched data tables with graphs. We were looking at 

information relating to temperature and monthly rainfall. We had to 

match the graphs with places like the Simpson Desert, Arnhem Land 

and the Daintree Rainforest. It was very interesting and a bit of a 

challenge too.” Edward & Jack 

 

“This term we have been focusing on explanation writing. We have 

had to explain how things work and why different things occur, 

instead of simply describing. We have written an explanation about 

how bees make honey. We have also created an invention and 

explained how it worked. This was a new and exciting genre for us!” 

Ethan & Sarah 

 

“We have been learning about joined writing. We keep trying to 

improve our handwriting every day by getting a personal              

best! We are very proud of our efforts”  

Jack & Sarah  

Handwriting 

 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

Learning@EEPS-‐	  Year	  5	  

Maths 
WALT:	  explore	  how	  tessellating	  shapes	  work	  and	  what	  makes	  	  
them	  tessellate.	  Tessellations	  are	  patterns	  that	  have	  no	  gaps	  	  
and	  can	  make	  great	  artwork.	  You	  can	  find	  them	  anywhere	  	  
like	  bathroom	  tiles	  and	  brick	  walls.	  In	  5G	  we	  all	  made	  our	  	  
own	  tessellations.	  We	  each	  created	  various	  shapes	  and	  sizes	  	  
and	  they	  all	  looked	  really	  cool	  when	  they	  were	  finished.	  	  
We	  all	  had	  a	  lot	  of	  fun	  learning	  about	  tessellations	  and	  making	  our	  own.	   

Explanation	  Text	  
WALT:	  identify	  the	  features	  of	  an	  explanation	  text.	  An	  explanation	  text	  
informs	  the	  reader	  how	  something	  works	  or	  how	  it	  occurs.	  	  We	  have	  been	  
conducting	  a	  variety	  of	  experiments	  and	  attempting	  to	  explain	  the	  physical	  
and/or	  chemical	  reaction	  that	  takes	  place.	  	  
	  
 

	  Highlights	  of	  the	  
week	  	  
Science	  experiments	  	  
Poetry	  writing	  	  
Tessellations	  
	  	  

	  

1

What’s	  the	  Matter?	  
Blobs	  in	  a	  Bottle	  
We	  conducted	  an	  experiment	  to	  create	  blobs	  in	  a	  bottle.	  We	  
discovered	  that	  the	  oil	  and	  water	  did	  not	  mix,	  as	  the	  oil	  is	  lighter	  
and	  less	  dense	  than	  water.	  The	  water	  and	  oil	  do	  not	  mix	  because	  
of	  something	  called	  ‘Intermolecular	  polarity’.	  This	  means	  that	  the	  
water	  molecules	  are	  attracted	  to	  other	  water	  molecules	  and	  the	  
oil	  molecules	  are	  attracted	  to	  other	  oil	  molecules	  (Ruby,	  5A).	  	  

	  

Maths	  

We	  used	  our	  understanding	  of	  translations,	  
reflections	  &	  rotations	  of	  two-‐dimensional	  
shapes	  to	  create	  some	  posters	  to	  explain	  our	  
understanding	  of	  the	  concept.	  Here	  are	  some	  
examples	  created	  by	  5A.	  	  

	  
Colourful	  Skittles	  Experiment	  

We discovered that when skittles are placed in 

hot water, they dissolve quicker than they do in 

cold water. Skittles are coated in food colouring 

and sugar. When skittles are placed in water 

the coloured coating dissolves and we see the 

colour spread through the water. There are two 

processes happening in this activity. The colour 

and sugar dissolve into the water and 

then diffuse through the water.  

2

	  

	  

	   	  



 

 

English 
With so many experiments happening 
in classrooms and in our Mad About 

Science incursion, what better time to 
write some Explanation Texts. 

There has been some wonderful work 
produced explaining how oil, water 

and detergent react, how dishwashing 
liquid attacks the fat in milk and how 

popcorn represents an irreversible 
change. 

Maths 
This week in Maths, the Year 6’s have been 
learning about algorithms and flowcharts. 
We have learned about the parts of a 
flowchart and what they indicate. We have 
made a flowchart about a card game. First 
we made up a card game, then we 
explained the process of playing the game 
by creating a flowchart. The parts of a 
flowchart we have learnt about are: the 
processes rectangle the start/end oval, the 
decision diamond and the data trapezoid. 
Cameron, 6B 

 

What’s the Matter? 

Last week the Year 5 & 6 students visited the Discovery Kitchen for an incursion about matter. 
Sophie, our instructor, showed us the three main phases of matter- solid, liquid and gas. The 
first experiment we conducted was using dry ice. We put 2 drops of food colouring and 4 
drops of laundry detergent into a tall beaker. Sophie then came around to put hot water and a 
little bit of dry ice into the beaker as well. The contents of the beaker started to bubble and 
spill out of the beaker. If you grabbed some of the bubbles they would stay in your hand but if 
you poked them or clapped your hands together they would pop and create a small cloud of 
white smoke. This was a really fun and informative incursion. 
Eden, 6B 

 

White, bubbly carbon 
dioxide started flowing 
down from the sides of 
the test tube, it looked 

amazing! 
Amy, 6B 

This was a fun algorithm lesson where we had to 
program a human robot. One person wrote a program 

for a stack of cups. Their partner then had to create 
the stack by reading the program. 


