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Buddy Reading 
Last week the Preps had a special visit from their Year 5 Buddies. It was a great opportunity for the students to get 
to know each other a little better and also share some of the strategies they have been learning to help them to read. 
The Year 5s really took on the teacher role and showed great enthusiasm throughout the session. For the rest of this 
term we will continue to meet weekly to share books and read together.  

 
 

Prep H  Niss Hodgson  Rm 5 
Prep P  Nrs Philp  Rm 6 
Prep N  Niss NcIntryre     Rm 7 
Prep BH  Niss Harbour  Rm 10 
	 	

 Reminders 
 

Icy pole sales 
Every Monday at the start of 

lunch $1  
(we limit icy poles to one per student, 

unless they are purchasing for a sibling)  
 

Rainbow Day 
Last Day of Term 

 

	

PATHS 
This week in PATHS the Preps have been 
exploring the feeling of “SAD” and discussed 
the many reasons why we might feel this way, 
such as when our feelings have been hurt or 
if we have been injured. We also used 
pictures of people to help us discover the 
facial expressions and body language 
associated with feeling sad, and to help 
children understand and empathise with others 
experiencing this emotion. 

 

THRASS Phoneme (sound) of the week: 
This week: /d/ as in dog and ladder  

Next week: /c/ as in cat, kitten, duck, school and queen 
Continue to explore the Magic Words. When your child can read them confidently, 

they should let their teacher know. 

2D Shapes 
In Maths over the next two weeks, the Preps will continue to explore 2D shapes. They will be 
searching for 2D shapes around the school grounds and looking for 2D shapes in magazines.  

At home, you may like to chat about the features of 2D shapes. You can discuss how many sides or 
corners that each shape has. Are all the sides the same size or different size?  

 

Counting Objects 
The following week our focus is matching objects to numbers. We want to be really confident at 

knowing what each number looks like and how an amount represents a number, regardless of how 
the objects are arranged. At home, you could play a fun game where you flash an amount of objects 
quickly and then hide them. See if your Prep can tell you how many objects there are. You can do 

this for numbers - 0 -10. Have fun! 

 

Harmony Day 
Last Thursday the 19th of March, 
EEPS celebrated Harmony Day. This 
year we focused on ‘Everyone 
Belongs’ and celebrated our unique 
qualities as individuals! Check out 
some of our crafts. 
“When you practice gratefulness, 
there is a sense of respect toward 
others.” Dalai Lama 
 	

Ra inbow Day 
On the last day of Term 1, Preps will be celebrating ‘Rainbow Day’. The students 
have spent the term learning all of the colours of the rainbow and will celebrate 
‘Rainbow Day’ by dressing in one or all of the colours of the rainbow. They will 
have a parade and participate in Rainbow Day activities. We are looking forward 
to a fun filled end of term! 
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1 
LEARNING IN YEAR 1 

We are in our last weeks of term one and the holidays will soon be 

here. We have had a busy term and accomplished a lot. Here are 

some highlights. 

Writing in our handwriting books. Elke 

I liked doing ELO’s.  Xavier and Arianna 

Going on the excursions. Milo 

I like having a class job. Noah 

We are beginning our 3 way conferences this week where every 

student gets an opportunity to share their goals for the Semester. 

 
TOPIC INVESTIGATION 

Recently we visited Cooper’s Settlement in Bundoora. 

Here is what we thought about it: 

I loved using the ink with the pens. Arianna 

It was amazing that we could go in the electric car to look at the 

kangaroos and emus. Charlie L 

I liked the school especially when Zac pretended to get the strap.  

I liked the stamps we used to print our names. Noah 

Schools were very different. Ella 

The clothes were made from animal skins mostly. 

We use grey leads they used ink pens. Harper 

They used to play gum boot toss. Zac and Milo 

In these last weeks we are looking at the things we have learnt 

about history in our Then and Now unit. 

 

NUMERACY 

Last week we were continuing to enjoy activities 
around the understanding of number bonds to 
10, 20, 30 and above as well as experimenting 
with capacity. In these last weeks of Term 1, we 
will be playing games to revise place value, 
number facts to 10, looking at patterns and 
capacity. 

 Here is what the students have learnt: 

When you have friends of 20 it uses all the teen 
numbers. Arianna 

Capacity is measuring how much will fit inside of 
something. Xavier 

We use maths in our everyday life and during 
the holidays there can be more time to practise 
maths, like giving change when buying items, 
weighing ingredients when cooking and playing 
with different containers in the bath or pool to 
find if their capacity is the same. 

 

 

Prompt/question/game for home 

 

Next focus 

  

LITERACY 

The main reading focuses for these next weeks are 

making connections with text and the main idea. We 

have also been looking at verbs. 
We learnt about the main idea, which is what the book 

is trying to tell us. Amelia 

A verb is something you do. Charli H 

While our handwriting focus is still on size, we are also 

focussing on the correct formation of letters. We have 

practised Aa and will look at Dd this week in our 

handwriting books. 

Handwriting books are fun with their little patterns.           

Elke 

 

 

 

 



	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

Numeracy	  
	  

In	  Numeracy,	  students	  have	  focused	  on	  doubling	  
numbers	  and	  creating	  facts	  using	  this	  knowledge.	  	  
“If	  I	  know	  that	  double	  4	  is	  8	  I	  also	  know	  that	  
400+400=800	  and	  40+40=80”-‐	  Zak	  E.	  
	  “If	  I	  know	  that	  double	  4	  is	  8	  I	  also	  know	  that	  8-‐4=4,	  80-‐
40=40,	  0.8-‐0.4=0.4	  and	  4,000+4,000=8,000”-‐	  Chester.	  
Students	  have	  also	  explored	  using	  different	  strategies	  
for	  addition	  including	  near	  doubles.	  	  
	  

Another	  focus	  for	  this	  week	  has	  been	  recording	  
important	  dates	  on	  calendars	  and	  answering	  questions	  
about	  information	  on	  a	  calendar.	  	  

Literacy	  

	  

Students	  have	  developed	  their	  skills	  to	  plan	  and	  write	  
persuasive	  texts	  this	  week.	  When	  given	  the	  topic	  ‘all	  
students	  should	  play	  sport’,	  students	  developed	  
reasons	  either	  for	  or	  against.	  	  
“In	  my	  opinion	  children	  should	  not	  have	  to	  play	  sport	  
because	  they	  might	  injure	  themselves.”-‐	  Henri.	  
“I	  strongly	  believe	  that	  children	  should	  play	  sport	  on	  the	  
weekends	  to	  keep	  themselves	  healthy	  and	  fit.”-‐	  Ryder.	  
	  
In	  Reading,	  students	  have	  been	  identifying	  facts	  and	  
opinions	  in	  our	  class	  text,	  guided	  reading	  texts	  and	  
independent	  reading	  books.	  	  

Topic	  Investigation	  
	  

After	  seeing	  the	  memorials	  for	  important	  
people	  in	  Eltham’s	  history	  during	  our	  walk,	  
students	  returned	  to	  the	  classroom	  to	  research	  
three	  important	  people	  –	  Alistair	  Knox,	  Alan	  
Marshall	  and	  Walter	  Withers.	  Students	  worked	  
with	  their	  partners	  to	  interpret	  biographies,	  
create	  an	  engaging	  poster	  and	  present	  key	  
information	  to	  the	  class.	  Children	  have	  also	  
been	  reviewing	  key	  changes	  in	  technology,	  
games,	  homes	  and	  transport	  from	  the	  past	  and	  
now.	  

Year 2 Learning @ EEPS  

PATHS	  

	  

The	  last	  two	  weeks	  of	  term	  have	  included	  two	  
important	  dates	  on	  the	  calendar	  –	  National	  Day	  
of	  Action	  Against	  Bullying	  and	  Harmony	  Day.	  
Year	  2	  classrooms	  were	  a	  sea	  of	  orange	  on	  
Harmony	  Day!	  Students	  used	  their	  design	  skills	  
and	  understanding	  of	  the	  word	  harmony	  to	  
create	  Harmony	  Day	  logos.	  
“Harmony	  means	  peace,	  kindness,	  sharing	  with	  
others,	  being	  loyal,	  looking	  after	  each	  other	  and	  
coming	  together	  despite	  our	  differences”-‐	  Janee	  
and	  Mila.	  	  

Thank	  you	  to	  all	  helpers	  on	  our	  recent	  excursions	  during	  the	  Eltham	  Walk,	  visit	  to	  Cooper’s	  
Settlement	  and	  to	  those	  who	  gave	  up	  their	  time	  to	  assist	  with	  STEAM	  night	  activities!	  

	  



 

 

Year 3 Learning @ EEPS 
Literacy  

Reading: “Our learning focus for reading is to 
understand the author’s purpose” -  Paige. 

“It might be to Persuade, Inform, Entertain or 
Describe” – Jaxsen. 

“You might find clues in the title, picture and in the 
text” – Lachlan. 

Writing: “Our learning focus in writing is narratives” 
– Ollie. 

“We have been practising using our senses to 
describe a setting” - Lily B. 

We know the parts of a narrative: orientation, build 
up, complication, resolution, ending and title. 

 

Numeracy 

Number: “Our learning focus is to solve addition 
problems” – Alissar. 

“We are doing mental maths so we can get better 
at solving easy problems really quickly, this will help 
us when we get to harder problems!”  - Zach. 

“We try to get our 10 mental problems done in 30 
seconds and beat our own record” – Joey. 

“We have practised different strategies like the split 
strategy, compensation strategy and the jump 
strategy” – Amelia. 

Time: “We are learning to measure time. Did you 
know that there are different ways we can do 
that?” – Lachlan. 

Integrated Studies 

“We are learning about why Europeans first came to Australia 
and when that was” – Alex. 

“We discovered that Europeans came because they were 
running out of space in England and they really needed 
somewhere to put prisoners” – Zach. 

“We are now learning what happened during early 
settlement in Australia from the perspectives of Indigenous 
Australians and the European settlers” – Poppy. 

STEAM NIGHT 

“I enjoyed the running and jumping 
activities in the hall” - Zac. 

“I enjoyed making paper planes because it 
was fun to test who flew it furthest. I 
learned about how it was flying” - Will. 

“I enjoyed the picture colouring where you 
could make it 3D on the iPad” – Jess. 

“I enjoyed doing the stroop test. It was 
hard to say the colours but it was a 
challenge” – Poppy. 

  



Setting individual learning goals that are challenging yet 

achievable with students is a Term 1 focus that encourages 

the development of self-awareness, student agency and 

critical thinking. 

It is important that students actively engage with learning 

goals to plan their own learning.  They identify strengths and 

areas for improvement. In this way, each student is supported 

to self-monitor their progress and become a more 

independent learner. 

All Year 4 students have been thinking, brainstorming, 

reflecting, conferencing, sharing and focusing on what they 

would like to learn more about or improve to ensure they 

have a successful Semester 1.  

Each student will share his/her personal learning goals at our 

upcoming 3 Way Conferences.  
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In Year 4 

Unit  

 
WALT (We Are Learning To): 

Develop our research skills to 

investigate an area of interest 

related to this term’s Terra Nullius? 

unit. Each student will present their 

findings as a ‘Topic Talk’ during 

Speaking and Listening time. 

  

English 

WALT (We Are Learning To): 

Use text clues plus our schema 

(prior knowledge) to infer when 

reading and support our 

inferences with evidence 

Make some inferences about a 

character when reading together. 

What are the text clues? 

 

Maths 

WALT (We Are Learning To): 

Develop efficient mental and 
written strategies in 
multiplication and to recall 
multiplication facts up to 10 × 
10 

Practise times tables at home, 
have a family times tables race! 

 

2019 

 Goal Setting 

PATHS: Respect and the 

importance of our Golden Rule: 

We think synonyms for respect are:  

 valuing, polite, kind, caring- Wes 

 manners, mindful, responsible, kind- Mila 

 

 Some antonyms of respect are: 

 disrespect, inconsiderate, being mean, 

ignoring, yelling- Callista 

 reckless, careless, disrespectful, 

inconsiderate, mean- Lucy. 
 

Thoughts from 4O 

Students… 

 

Playing self- 

designed Maths 

games with 

classmates 
 

 

 



STEAM	NIGHT	
	
EEPS	hosted	our	annual	STEAM	night	on	Wednesday	20th	of	March.	A	big	thank	
you	to	all	the	parents	for	your	organisation,	help	and	support.		
		
Some	student	reflections	from	the	evening:	
	

‘STEAM	night	was	fun,	sorry	not	fun,	it	was	awesome!	It	was	awesome	not	
only	for	kids	but	for	adults	too!	Every	class	had	a	different	activity	from	
creating	Tornadoes	in	a	Jar	to	Candy	3D	DNA	Models.	Hope	to	see	you	next	
time.’	Kimberly	-		5C	
	

‘STEAM	night	was	an	epic	event.	It	was	so	good,	I	can’t	choose	what	I	liked	the	
best.	There	were	3D	models	you	could	eat,	crystals	and	diamonds	you	could	
look	at	with	a	magnifying	glass	and	lots	of	DIY	things	you	could	do	at	home.	I	
give	this	year’s	STEAM	night	a	rating	4/5’.	
Xavier	Z	-	5C	

ENGLISH	

In	reading,	we	have	been	focusing	on	words	in	context.	Students	have	
explored	how	to	use	this	skill	to	assist	them	in	working	out	the	unknown	
meaning	of	a	word	when	used	in	a	particular	context.		
	
In	writing,	we	have	been	exploring,	planning	and	drafting	persuasive	texts.	
We	have	also	looked	at	the	language	and	persuasive	devices	we	can	use	to	
create	a	persuasive	text	that	has	a	strong,	influential	impact.	

Unit	–	We	Are	Australian	
	

Students	have	been	busy	undertaking	interviews,	researching	
information	and	creating	their	visual	presentations	for	their	
Australia’s	Immigration	History	Project.	As	part	of	the	project	
students	will	be	presenting	their	findings	to	their	class	in	Week	
10.	Google	Classroom	has	been	made	available	to	students	to	
easily	access	and	continue	working	on	their	projects	at	school	

or	from	home.	

MATHS	

We	have	continued	to	revise	our	knowledge	of	the	four	operations	with	a	
particular	focus	this	fortnight	on	division.	Students	have	explored	division	
algorithms	that	result	in	answers	with	or	without	a	remainder.	They	have	
also	incorporated	these	skills	into	solving	worded	problems.	
	
We	have	also	enjoyed	exploring	chance,	with	games	and	activities	allowing	
students	to	assess	the	probability	of	a	particular	outcome.		Students	have	
been	asked	to	investigate	where	they	use	or	see	chance	and	probability	in	
their	everyday	lives.	



We Are Australian 
Last week in our ‘We are Australian’ Unit, we 
started researching a famous Australian who we 
admire, think are a role model or have made an 
impact in Australian history. We will be looking 
into who they are, what they have done for 
Australia and how this particular person has 
changed or improved Australian society. 

 

Just a camp reminder! 
With our camp to Woorabinda almost upon us, 
there are just some final reminders. If you have 
any queries please contact your child’s 
classroom teacher or Camp Coordinator- Ruby 
Curtis. 

 Please check you have consented your 
child’s attendance to camp on compass 

 The final payment is due on Friday 5th of 
April  

 If your child is not attending camp please 
let their classroom teacher know 

 Please let us know if you require a 
packing list 

 
It is bound to be a fun filled week away and we 
cannot wait for all the adventures to be had at 

camp Woorabinda this year! 
 

Literacy 
We will be continuing persuasive writing over 
the course of this week, focussing on creating 

strong arguments, predicting possible rebuttals 
to our arguments and including substantial 

information to support thinking. 
 

Numeracy 
Our focus in Number maths is multiplication and 
division. We are working on our multiplicative 
thinking and expanding on our multiplication and 
division knowledge through the use of many 
different strategies. One 6C has enjoyed is 
rectangle multiplication.   
 
In measurement maths this week, we are 
focussing on angles. An activity to look forward 
to this week is called ‘Lead your partner’ which is 
a mix or angle knowledge and orienteering! 

 

Some of our famous Australian 
choices so far are: 

 

Ask us about who we have picked and 
why! 

Important dates: 
March 
Thursday 28th 3 Way Conferences 
Friday 29th EEPS Cross Country 
April 
Tuesday 2nd 3 Way Conferences 
Friday 5th Last Day Term 1—2.30pm 
dismissal  
Tuesday 23rd First day Term 2 
Thursday 25th ANZAC Day Public 
holiday 
Monday 29th—Friday 3rd May Year 6 
Camp Woorabinda 


